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Carl  Saveli,  pastor  of  Woodville 
Heights  Church,  Jackson,  presents  an 
alternative  candidate  to  the  one  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Committee  on  Boards. 
Saveli,  a  member  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  of  directors,  asked  messengers 
to  return  to  his  second  full  term  as  a 
dirtctor  Richard  Eskew  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Committee  on  Boards 
had  nominated  Tom  Freeman  of  North 
Carolina  to  replace  Eskew  although 
Eskew  was  eligible  for  another  term. 
Messengers  voted  the  full  slate  of  orig¬ 
inal  Committee  on  Boards  nomina¬ 
tions. 


Harry  and  Nancy  Lucenay  of  Hatties¬ 
burg  were  among  Mississippians  at¬ 
tending  sessions  of  the  SBC  in  Kansas 
City.  Lucenay  is  pastor  of  Temple 
Church.  Hattiesburg. 


Two  of  the  members  of  the  Resolu¬ 
tions  Committee*  wait  for  their  turn  to 
present  rasolutions  during  a  conven¬ 
tion  session.  At  right  is  Reuel  May.  a 
layman  and  member  of  First  Church. 
Jackson.  Miss.  To  his  right  is  David 
Simpson,  editor  of  the  INDIANA  BAP¬ 
TIST  newspaper. 


Bettye  Anne  Lovelady,  a  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  missionary  who  works  as 
the  presidential  assistant  at  Mississippi 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Jackson,  spoke  on 
the  topic.  "We  Thank  Thee.  Lord"  at 
the  Sunday  afternoon  session  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union-SBC. 
(Photo  by  Warren  Johnson). 


James  A.  Lewis,  pastor  of  Academy 
Church,  Tippah  Association,  was 
among  Mississippians  attending  the 
convention. 


Harold  Bennett,  executive  secretary  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  intro¬ 
duces  w!  C.  and  Libby  Fields  to  messengers.  Fields  is  public  relations  director  for 
the  Executive  Committee  and  Bennett's  assistant.  He  was  recognized  at  the 
convention  for  25  years’  service  in  that  position.  Fields  is  a  former  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Record  and  was  pastor  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 


Drew,  Jonathan,  and  Beverly  Randle  are  members  of  First  Church.  Oxford 
They  attended  the  convention  with  dad  and  husband^  Tom  Randle,  a  layman. 


What’s 

inside? 


James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  SBC,  showed  leadership 
away  from  the  convention  platform, 
too.  Immediately  after  delivering  his 
second  presidential  address,  he  met 
with  Harold  C.  Bennett,  standing, 
executive  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee,  to  sign  a 
personal  pledge  card  for  Planned 
Growth  In  Giving.  Planned  Growth  In 
Giving  is  a  new  denominational  em¬ 
phasis  to  lead  individual  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  increase  their  gifts  to  their  local 
churches  in  a  percentage  basis  over 
the  next  15  years,  for  churches  to  in¬ 
crease  contributions  to  associations! 
and  state  convention  causes  and  for 
state  conventions  to  up  their  percen¬ 
tage  gifts  to  national  SBC  programs. 
(Photo  by  David  Haywood) 
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The  majority  process 
Kansas  City  reports: 
Business — page  3; 
Women — page  4; 
Resolutions — page  6; 
Forum — page  7; 
Religious  educators— 


Martha  Gaddis,  administrative  as^stant  to  Harold  Bennett,  executive  secretary 
of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  greets  Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Atlanta,  newly  elected  president  of  the  SBC  durirtg  a  presentation  of  officers  on 
the  podium  at  the  convention  in  Kansas  City.  At  right,  first  vice  president,  Zig 
Ziglar,  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  ar>d  a  Yazoo  City  native,  talks  with  second  vice 
president,  Don  Wideman.  pastor  of  First  Church.  North  Kansas  City. 


Chris  and  Donna  Burrows  of  Man- 
tachie  wait  in  one  of  the  lor>g  lines  for 
snack  items  at  the  convention.  Bur¬ 
rows  is  pastor  of  Dorsey  Church  and  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Diaster  Relief  Task  Force. 
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The  majority  process 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  There  is  no  structural  organization  the  views  of  the  majority  of  those 
over  untU  about  tto  same  time  next  between  the  state  papers  a^  Baptist  present  in  the  session  and  voting  at 
year.  It  was  a  divided  convention  in  Press,  so  it  will  be  ^fficult  to  have  the  time,  they  are  binding  on  no  one. 

‘‘‘i*  “D^ct  with  Stanley .  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  most 

theology  (though  maybe  that,  too).  Stanley  has  not  been  actiVe  in  southern  Baptists  agree  to  some  de- 

But  it  is  over;  and,  in  our  democra-  Southern  Baptist  affairs,  yet  the  g^ee  with  just  about  everything 
^f^ion  the  ma^nty  has  sp^en^  iMjority  voted  for  him.  We  murt  gjve  adopted  this  year  by  the  convention 
While  I  will  adrmt  that  on  a  number  of  him  an  opportumty  to  establish  him-  the  way  of  resolutions  In  some 
occasions  I  did  not  vote  with  the  self.  Zig  Ziglar  was  elected  first  ^ases  the  resolutions  went  farther 
majority  (I  was  a  messenger  from  vice-president  the  first  Ume  he  was  a  than  some  would  have  wanted  them 
mychurch)  I  mil  notice  this  space  part  of  the  convention  operation  in  to,  but  in  essence  there  would  be 
at  this  time  to  try  to  establish  an  ar-  any  way.  He  admits  that  he  is  not  pretty  general  agreement 
gument  that  the  majority  was  in  knowledgeable  in  convention  affairs,  rm.  *  ^  i 

error  on  any  issue.  We  have  noted  yet  the  majority  voted  for  him.  He  ce?th^vwtiS*3TOk?to’i^‘IliSSt 
before  that  the  majority  may  not  al-  must  be  given  time  to  find  his  way.  .  ^  issum  that 

ways  be  right;  but  we  conduct  our  The  convention  for  this  year  voiced  Pf'«vious  ye^  tlw  conventiOT  did 
affairs  by  majority  vote,  and  that  has  its  majority  opinion  through  resolu-  ” ^  within  its  prerogative  to 

been  established.  _  tions  on  matters  that  will  not  be  popu-  address.Amajontyoftho^  votevot- 

This  is  not  to  close  the  columns  of  lar  with  some.  It  spoke  against  yw,  however,  felt  the  issues 

the  Baptist  Record,  however,  to  those  women  leaders  in  the  church  and  the  within  their  prerogrative. 

who  would  write  letters  to  the  editor  practice  of  ordaining  women.  It  Wearegenerallyopposedtoabor- 
on  convention  issues  or  speak  to  those  spoke  against  use  of  tobacco  and  also  fion,  though  some  would  add  rape 
issues  through  by-lined  articles.  It  the  production  and  gale  of  it.  It  spoke  incest  to  the  accepted  excep- 
must  be  noted  in  that  respect  that  again  against  abortion  with  the  con-  l|ons.  We  recognize  the  dangers  of 
almost  all  letters  are  us^  unless  elusion  that  such  is  acceptable  only  to  of  tobacco,  and  we  deplore  the 

they  attack  someone  or  are  more  save  the  life  of  the  mother.  It  spoke  neath  and  destruction  that  comes 
than  son  wards  in  lanoth  Tha  lancrth  mit  far  a  minimum  aaa  af  9.1  far  tha  from  the  abuSe  of  alcohol. 


The  Olympics  an<j  national  prieJe 
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The  winter  01)mipics  recently  af-  As  they  stood  on  the  platform  to  interest  in  skating  and  perfected  and  determination.  Their  faces  re¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  to  watch  receive  their  silver  medals,  it  was  not  their  interest  to  a  very  fine  degree,  veal  that  this  is  not  just  a. passing 

American  young  people  in  competi-  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner”  that  Other  heroes  followed  in  their  thing  in  their  fives.  Their  flag  and 

tion  against  others  from  all  over  the  was  played.  It  was  the  Russian  na-  wake.  Bill  Johnson  said  he  would  win  their  national  anthem  mean  some- 

world.  For  an  amateur  athlete,  there  tional  anthem.  As  the  Stars  and  the  downhill  ski  race,  and  he  became  thing  to  them, 
is  nothing  to  match  an  Olympic  vie-  Stripes  were  raised,  however,  to  in-  the  first  American  man  in  history  to  -o  .u  vm  ■  -n 

tory.  dicate  the  nationality  of  the  second-  win  first  place  in  an  Olympic  alpine 

The  contestants. from  the  United  place  winner,  the  camera  searched  event.  He  talked  a  lot,  but. he  swal-  thit  c*  siana  wiin  oiner 

States  did  not  win  a^  many  medals  as  the  face  of  Kitty  Carruthers  as  a  tear  lowed  hard  when  they  played  “The 

they  had  supposed  they  might,  but  rolled  down  her  cheek.  Star  Spangled  Banner"  for  him.  ,  51?  i  f,  ^‘^  ***“  j* 

there  WAS  no  rtaK>n  fbr  anything  but  No  pride  in  her  country?  Hardly !  There  were  the  girl  skiers  who  won  P'^yea.  Let  s  be  proud  with  them 

■pridein  their  performances.  In  many  The  two  youngsters  had  given  their  first,  second,  and  fourth  in  the  giant  Next  week  is  the  anniversary  of  the 

cases  they  reached  far  beyond  them-  best  for  their  country.  They  had  slalom:  Debbie  Armstrong,  Christin  birth  of  our  nation.  It  has  its  faults, 
selves  to  finish  higher  than  had  trained  hard  and  Iwig,  and  they  had  Cooper,  and  Tamara  McKinney.  But  it  is  a  product  of  the  times  and  of 
seemed  possible  in  the  early  stages  of  met  the  competition;  and  they  be-  There  was  Scott  Hamilton,  the  fit-  the  people  who  live  in  it.  We  can  be 
tfie  gam^.  And  that  is  success.  came  the  first  American  athletes  to  tie  guy  who  beat  a  childhood  disease  proud  of  it  just  as  these  Olympic 
Inthis  day  we  are  becoming  accus-  have  the  honor  of  standing  oh  the  and  was  thought  to  be  a  shoo-in  until  heroes  are  proud  of  it.  We  made  it 
tomed  to  the  blase  among  a  portion  of  platform  while  their  flag  was  raised .  he  almost  lost  it  in  the  end  because  of  what  it  is ;  and  if  we  are  not  proud  of 
our  younger  generations,  but  that  There  is  just  no  way  those  of  us  who  pressure.  But  he  won,  and  they  it,  we  should  be  ashamed, 

tide  may  be  turning.  Indeed,  one  of  have  not  experienced  it  could  under-  played  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner”  i.  nUniv  nf 

the  more  touching  moments  at  the  stand  what  the  raising  of  the  flag  and  raised  the  Stars  and  Stripes  for  T_t*s  wave  the  flav  and  stonri 

Olympics  came  during  an  awards  must  have  meant  to  those  two.  They  him.  P-ii._  ®  ,  ®. 

ceremony,  but  it  was  not  for  the  gold  had  competed  for  their  country,  and  Then  to  cap  off  the  heroics  by  it  indVa!!!™! 

medal.  II  was,  however,  the  first  theyhaddonevery  well  indeed.  What  American  athletes,  the  twin  brothers  Lp^aDor^totion 

medal  to  be  won  by  an  American  dur-  a  tremendous  moment!  The  tear  said  Phil  and  Steve  Mahre  won  first  and  0-^  support,  ana 

ing  the  games ;  and  it  wis  won  by  the  it  all,  and  America  fell  in  love  with  a  second  in  the  slalom.  ^ 

skating  pair  of  Kitty  and  Peter  Gar-  couple  of  kids  who  are  not  natural  Through  the  magic  of  television,  “Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  so 


Gulf  Coast  Association 
starts  black  church 


The  newest  mission  work  in  Gulf  study  group.  In  a  matter  of  a  few  program  to  win  and  disciple  people.” 

Coast  Baptist  Association  is  a  pre-  months  it  was  obvious  that  their  Perry  continues,  “In  conversa 

dominantly  black  congregation,  home  would  not  be  large  enough  for  tions  that  followed,  I  learned  tha> 
Faith  Obedience  Baptist  Church.  On  the  number  of  people  who  we're  re-  Rossie  leads  every  new  convert 
June  1,  the  congregati<Mi  took  posses-  spending.  Francis  contacted  Perry,  through  the  Survival  Kit  in  a  one-on 
sion  of  a  building  formerly  owned  by  and  inquired  about  the  possibility  of  one  setting.  Rossie  Francis  is  a  un 
the  Biloxi  Independent  Christian  the  group’s  becoming  a  Southern  ique  person.  He  can  be  used  mightily 
Church.  The  facilities  are  located  at  Baptist  church.  -  of  God  to  help  Southern  Baptist.' 

212  Keller  Place  in  east  Biloxi,  only  Perry  says,  "I  was  interested  in  reach  blacks  for  Christ  in  our  area.” 
one  block  north  of  Highway  90.  why  Rossie  and  his  people  felt  they  The  dedication  of  the  facilities  foi 
The  first  services  were  conducted  wanted  to  identify  with  Southern  the  Faith  Obedience  Baptist  Churcl 
on  June  3,  with  35  people  in  atten-  Baptists.”  There  was  no  hesitation  in  is  planned  for  Sunday,  July  1,  at  1 
dance.  Rossie  Francis,  pastor,  bap-  Francis’ reply.  “I  have  been  a  South-  p.m.  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secret 
tized  five  new  converts  into  the  fel-  em  Baptist  for  eight  years  and  there  ary,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conventior 
lowship  on  the  following  Sunday.  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  South-  Board,  will  bring  the  dedication  mes 
Though  none  of  the  business  of  the  in  Dallas.  Grady  Wilson,  an  evangel-  First  Church,  Biloxi,  the  sponsor-  em  Baptists  have  the  zeal  and  the  sage. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  should  ist  from  Charlotte,  N.C.,  was  ing  church,  and  several  churches  in  _ 

be  considered  to  be  minor,  a  number  selected  as  alternate.  Bill  Reynolds  the  association  have  contributed  I 

of  business  transactions  took  place  of  Texas  will  be  music  director.  equipment  to  furnish  the  building.  I  B  ^^BB 

that  were  not  included  in  the  lead  Russell  Bush  of  Columbia,  gave  the  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  B  ^B||B 

story  last  week  on  convention  busi-  convention’s  denominational  calen-  tion  Board  provided  funds  to  assist  in  ^BB  B 

ness.  These  items  follow.  dar  committee  report.  purchasing  the  property  and  the  Gulf  ^B||B 

In  addition  to  the  $130  million  A  large  number  of  proposals  were  Coast  Baptist  Association  has  pro- 

Cooperative  Program  budget  re-  presented  and  referred  to  various  vided  funds  to  do  some  renovation  of  * 

commended  by  the  SBC  Executive  bodies.  To  the  Executive  Committee  the  building.  V  _ f  \ 

Committee  and  approved  by  mes-  were  sent  proposals  that  would  Rossie  Francis  is  stationed  at  ^  B  ^  A  j  m 

sengers,  there  were  a  number  of  —disallow  election  of  trustees  by  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  in  Biloxi.  Be-  ^  B  B 

other  recommendations  approved,  any  method  other  than  by  election  of  fore  going  to  Keesler  he  was  ^  T  B  'wrllB 

These  included  requiring  that  board  messengers  to  the  convention;  stationed  at  Maxwell  Air  Force  Base,  ^  ^  /  B  j 

and  standing  committee  nominees  —allow  messengers  to  the  SBC  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  where  he  was  a  w/  jf  ^^^BB^B^^JB  V 

and  for  the  Committee  on  Commit-  count  expenses  toward  Cooperative  member  and  leader  in  Westside  t/ 

tees  be  members  of  a  church  for  one  Program  giving;  Church  for  eight  years.  This  was  the  } 

year  that  is  in  the  convention  from  —limit  time  of  service  of  trustees  first  black  Southern  Baptist  church  BB^  :'  ^  j 

whid)  he  or  she  is  nominated.  They  of  boards  and  institutions;  in  Alabama. 

also  require  that  names  of  appointees  —to  commend  the  service  of  any  “Francis’ conversion  is  a  story  of  mm 

to  the  Committee  on  Committees  and  Southern  Baptists,  just  grace  at  work  in  a  person’s  life,”  said 

Committee  on  Resolutions  be  re-  employees  of  institutions;  Bobby  Perry,  executive  director,  u 

leased  to  Baptist  Press  by  the  Presi-  —reduce  spending  for  furnishings  GulfCoastAss^ation.  “While  living  K  '  * 

dent  at  least  45  days  before  the  con-  in  the  new  SElCbuildi^  by  10  percent  in  a  migrant  farm  camp  in  south  ^^B  Hb  ■  |f 

vention.  and  give  that  savings  to  world  Florida,  where  his  parents  were  i.*  1  m 

Messengers  voted  to  require  pro-  hunger;  farm  laborers,  he  was  saved  through  \  B  ^B 

posed  resolutions  to  be  presented  by  —allow  messengers  to  ask  for  re-  the  influence  and  work  of  mis-  m  ^B 

registered  messengers  not  later  than  moval  of  SBC  agency  employees  and  sionaries  who  regularly  came  to  the  /  BB 

the  beginning  of  the  first  evening  ses-  withdraw  financial  support  if  action  camp  to  share  Christ.”  ||B 

sion  of  the  convention.  isn’t  taken  within  one  year;  He  was  later  called  to  the  ministry  ^ 

Messengers  voted  to  add  a  prog-  —establish  a  separate  Southern  and  attended  Bible  college  in  Atlanta 
ram  of  Bible  publishing  to  the  Sunday  Baptist  presence  in  Washington,  for  two  years  before  joining  the  Air  ^^^^^^^^^^BBH^^BBBI^^BBB^BHr^fck  .BB 

School  Board  and  to  show  apprecia-  D.C.,  to  address  public  and  gov-  Force.  Left  to  right  are  Don  King,  attorney,  and  member  of  First.  Biloxi;  Frank  Gunn, 

tion  for  recently  retired  Sunday  emmental  affairs;  After  being  transferred  to  Keesler  pastor,  First,  Biloxi.  Rossie  Francis,  pastor,  Faith  Obedience  Church,  Biloxi;  and 

School  Board  president  Grady  —instruct  the  housing  committee  he  and  his  wife  formed  a  home  Bible  Bobby  Perry,  executive  director.  Gulf  Coast  Association. 

Cothen.  to  arrange  for  messengers  to  stay  in 

Messengers  turned  back,  though,  homes  of  local  church  members  and 

one  proposal  to  meet  in  Atlanta  in  use  money  saved  in  a  missions  prog-  ■  ■/ x  >^e  -a  -a  -a  *11  1 

'“;;Uuir.-.™nina..<«„«rsBc  Women  till  need  with,  book 

retary  but  lost,  said  that  the  June  4-6  officers  to  take  place  on  the  first  day  ^ 

date  was  too  early  for  many  of  the  convention; 

educators.  The  date  and  place  were  '  —seek  out  five  cities  in  which  to  A  group  of  women  at  First  Church,  knowledge  of  English.”  Cleveland,  Ann  Moore,  Margaret 

referred  back  to  the  Executive  rotate  holding  the  SBC.  Jackson,  kept  stumbling  over  a  par-  The  leaders  found  simplified  En-  Price,  and  Rene  Sugg. 

Committee  for  further  study.  How-  A  motion  asked  the  Home  Mission  ticular  need  in  their  ministry  to  in-  glish  materials,  but  none  which  did 

ever,  other  dates  and  places  were  Board  to  consider  opening  crisis  temationals.  Instead  of  just  griping  not  assume  knowledge  of  God  and  the  teacher— the  teacher  must 

approved:  Indianapolis,  June  9-11,  pregnancy  centers  like  the  Sellers  about  it,  like  others  do  about  Bible.  5tUl  prepare  and  dig.  But  the  lesson 

1992;  Atlanta,  June  20-22,  1995;  and  Home  and  Adoption  Center  it  oper-  potholes,  these  women  decided  to  fill  So  they  begin  writing  their  own.  p|g„3  g  ^tart  to  anyone  who 
New  Orleans,  June  11-13,  1996.  ates  in  New  Orleans.  it.  Six  Jackson  women,  all  members  to  ^  involved  with  intema- 

Charles  Fuller,  pastor  of  First  And  another  motion  asked  the  Sun-  Becky  Lott,  volunteer  director  of  of  First  Church,  spent  a  morning  ministries 


Messengers  refer 
business  matters 


No  Record  next  week 

The  Baptist  Record  is  published  50  times  a 
year.  Skipped  issues  are  the  weeks  of  Christ¬ 
mas  and  July  4.  The  next  issue  will  be  dated 
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Thursday,  June  28, 1M4 


Women  in  Ministr 


WMU  to  help  funding 


KANSAS  CITY— The  second  an-  chairperson  of  the  Women  in  Minis-  in  one  group  told  how  his  perspective 

nual  Women  in  Ministry,  S.B.C.  con-  try,  S.B.C.  steering  committee  as  the  of  women’s  role  in  ministry  has 

ference  drew  more  than  twice  the  official  spokesperson  for  the  group,  changed  in  recent  years  from  non¬ 
number  of  people  as  the  1963  meet-  Several  state  groups  of  Southern  support  of  women  in  ministry  to  en- 
ing,  reflecting  increased  interest  in  Baptist  women  in  ministry  reported  couraging  his  wife  who  wants  to  be  a 
women’s  issues  in  Southern  Baptist  on  their  progress  in  establishing  local  minister  herself, 
life.  women  in  ministry  groups.  Two  female  ordained  ministers 

About  180  people  registered  for  this  Nancy  Hastings  Sehested,  as-  spoke  of  the  pain  and  tears  involved 

year’s  meeting,  one  of  several  held  sociate  pastor  of  Oakhurst  Baptist  in  following  their  call,  but  encour- 

before  the  June  12-14  meeting  Baptist  Church,  Decatur,  Ga.,  said  a  small  aged  attendees  to  persevere,  assert- 

Convention.  group  of  Atlanta  women,  including  ing  that  God  was  with  them  and  their 

Some  250  people,  including  40  men,  those  on  church  staffs  and  those  serv-  cause.  Lynda  Weaver-Williams,  co-  Lawanna  Mclver  of  the  Radio  and  Teievision  Commission,  interviews  Bill 

attended  the  Sunday  morning  wor-  ing  as  chaplains  in  the  Atlanta  area,  pastor  along  with  her  husband  of  Tanner,  president  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  for  a  program  on  the  ACTS 

ship  service,  where  Susan  Lockwood  have  met  several  times  to  discuss  Goshen  Baptist  Church  in  Goshen,  television  network.  ACTS,  owned  by  the  commission,  is  a  Christian-oriented  TV 

Wright,  pastor  of  Cornell  Avenue  balancing  career  and  family  respon-  Ky.,  and  Ms.  Wright  warned  the  network  portions  of  which  were  aired  from  the  SBC  in  Kansas  City. 

Baptist  Church,  Chicago,  preached,  sibilities.  women  that  their  struggle  to  minister 

Only  80  persons  register^  for  the  Sehested  noted  that  several  of  the  in  the  Southern  Baptist  denomination 

1963  meeting  in  Pittsburgh.  women  faced  mounting  opposition,  will  not  be  any  easier  in  coming  1  • 

The  double  attendance,  contended  including  (Hie  woman  whose  husband  months  but  their  goal  must  be  follow-  I  j  I  1  T1  Ix  t 

Anne  Davis,  dean  of  the  Carver  does  not  support  her  call  to  minister,  ing  God  at  all  cost.  ▼▼  o  A-rVyCXXVO  XiX  • 

School  of  Church  social  Work  at  another  whose  salary  is  $10,000  less  Participants  also  heard  Elizabeth 

Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  than  her  male  predecessor  on  a  Barnes,  adjunct  professor  of  Christ-  v-ahtoac  or-rv  o  j  i  u  i  j  j 

makes  the  meeting  “by  any  Baptist  church  staff,  and  another  who  “fi-  ian  Theology  and  Ethics  at  South-  KANSAS  CITY— Comedian  Jerry  Other  spe^ere  incli^^  Gregory 

standard  a  success.”  nally  acquired  a  church  staff  position  eastern  Seminary,  emphasize  that  of  Yazoo  City,  headed  a  bat-  Br(wkman  of  Little^,  Colo. ;  M^ion 

Several  persons  attending  the  con-  only  to  have  that  joy  crushed  and  women  “have  a  th^logical  impera-  tery  of  speakers  who  used  ^mor  and  Bnoges  of  Plano,  Texas;  and  John 

ference  added  that  the  increase  in  at-  demolished  in  being  treated  as  a  tive  and  a  theological  assurance  fosf  momes  to  ch^le^e  ^  per^ns  Phillips  of  Mu^la,  Texas, 

tendance  “signifies  that  Southern  hired  hand  and  coffee-fetcher  for  the  which  not  only  allows  us  to  claim  our  af  tbe  annual  Brotherhood  breakfast  Brockman,BrotherhoMComniis- 

Baptist  women  in  ministry  are  gain-  nude  staff  ministers.”  place  in  Christian  ministry,  but  re-  ***1,®'  ...  j  u  •.  sion  trustee  aM  member  of  Ken 

ing  momentum  and  that  God’s  Spirit  In  small  group  sessions,  women  quires  it  if  we  are  to  answer  the  call  The  breakfast  sponsored  by  the  Ca^l  Baptist  Church  in  Uttleton, 

is  responsible  for  the  growth.”  talked  about  personal  frustrations  forward.”  Brotherhixid  Comrnission  of  Mem-  told  of  his  participation  in  the  Living 

Following  a  year  of  financial  and  joys  as  they  struggle  to  follow  She  added  that  women  must  re-  Phfswasoneofa^riwofspecializ^  Water  project  in  South  Brazil  as  a 
struggle,  Anne  Neal,  chairperson  of  G<xl’s  call  for  their  lives.  One  woman  member  “that  our  gifts  belong  not  corauc^  wrule  here  for  the  voluntwr  missions  worker, 

the  Women  in  Ministry,  S.B.C.  steer-  with  a  master’s  degree  in  religious  just  to  us  personally  or  even  to  us  as  Marion  Bridges,  a  deacon  and 

ing  committee,  announced  that  Wo-  education  who  is  married  to  a  pastor  women,  but  to  our  church  and  our  .  .  .....  „  Ambassador  leader  at  Plano 

man’s  Missionary  Uni<Mi,  SBC,  au-  fa<»d  rejection  from  her  husband’s  age.”  ^  Clower,  wro  descnbed  hin^lf  as  First  Baptist  Church,  related  how  his 

xiliary  to  the  ScHithem  Baptist  Con-  congregations  when  they  refused  to  Women’s  role  in  the  church  cannot  ^n  optimist  in  a  world  of  pessimism,  work  with  Royal  Ambassadors  be- 
ventiiHi,  intends  to  include  Women  in  ordain  her.  She  is  scheduled  for  ordi-  be  labeled  “trivial”,  added  Barnes,  said  it  disturbed  him  that  “some  came  his  “family’s  avenue  to  go  for- 

Ministry, S.B.C. asalineitemintheir  nation  at  another  church  in  the  as-  but  must  be  viewed  as  integral  to  folks  talking  the  loudest  about  Bold  ward  in  Christ’s  name.” 

1985  budget.  WMU  also  allowed  the  sodation.  God’s  redempUon  of  the  church,  soc-  Thrust  (denominational  goal  Phillips,  an  l8-year-old  Royal  Am- 

fledgling  group  to  use  its  meeting  A  young  male  ministerial  student  iety  and  the  world.  '  share  the  gospel  with  the  world  by  bassador,  delivered  a  speech  which 


ACTS  on  the  air 


Muehlebach  Hotel  during  off -hours  of 


Musicians  called  to 
excellence  as  leaders 


their  own  pre-SBC  meeting. 

Anne  Davis  and  Anne  Neal,  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  foreign  missionary 
emeritus  and  pastoral  counselor  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  who 
were  part  of  the  1982-84  steering 
(XHnmittee,  were  asked  to  serve  one 
additional  year.  Seven  other  women 
will  serve  a  second  year  on  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  group  voted  during  their  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  not  to  endorse  FOLIO,  a 
newsletter  for  Southern  Baptist 
w<Hnen  in  ministry  published  by  The 
Center  for  Women  in  Ministry,  Inc., 
Louisville,  Ky.,  as  the  official  news¬ 
letter  for  the  Women  in  Ministry, 
S.B.C.  Instead  they  voted  to  recom¬ 
mend  any  newsletter  that  holds  a 
favorable  position  toward  SBC 
women  in  ministry. 

Attendees  also  established  the 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Hdps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hoiqiitalization 

•  100%  of  eli^ble  boqiital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  305  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  tirriinwitTn 

For  Full  Information  Phone  9244442 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  2I2S7,  JackaoB,  MS  SfCM 


Strnnt 
aty  _ 
Phono 


Drug  education  needed  mood  altering  chemicals  that  will  On  Wednesday  night  June  30, 1984,  raised  in  the  church  to  believe  God  is  duties  while  lessening  the  individu 

save  over  50,000  young  lives  by  AD  Mt.  Gilead  Baptist  Church  voted  in  an  old  man  on  a  mountain  or  that  we 
Editor;  2000.  regular  business  meeting  to  approve  become  angels  when  we  die. 

I’ve  read  several  articles  in  Vol-  Ann  Baroni  ti'is  letter  and  the  members  agree 

ume  108  dated  April  12,  1984.  In  the  Natchez  with  the  letter  100  percent,  as  most 

editorial  Mississippi  and  drinking  Yqu  raise  some  very  important  Southern  Baptists  do. 
age  you  stated  age  is  the  problem  questions,  and  it  must  be  noted  that  " 

....  and  the  thing  to  do  now  is  to  go  to  Mississippi  Baptists  do  indeed  have  a 
work  and  be  ready  to  pass  a  21-year-  (]rug  education  and  rehabilitation 
old  dnnking  bill  next  year  .  .  .  .”  program  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
Although  I’ve  in  agreement  that  plans  to  publicize  as  quickly  as  possi- 
raising  the  age  limit  is  needed  and  ble.  There  have  been  earlier  at- 
could  result  in  reducing  alcohol  re-  tempts  that  did  not  come  to  fruition, 
lated  teenage  deaths,  the  bill  is  not  but  we  feel  now  that  there  will  be 
the  total  answer.  Qne.of  the  answers  material  in  the  Baptist  Record  con- 
and  the  one  I  feel  is  the  most  impor-  cerning  this  ministry  very  shortly.  It 
tant  is  education.  Education  of  pa-  is  the  Chemical  Dependency  Center 
rents  as  well  as  the  youth  concerning  that  is  a  part  of  the  work  of  both  the 
what  effects  alcohol  could  have  on  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 
your  lives.  Yet  I  saw  nothing  in  your  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Chil- 
article  stating  that  a  local  or  dren’s  Village.  I  think  it  is  a  program 
statewide  program  initiated  by  that  will  interest  and  gratify  Missis- 
Southern  Baptist  concerning  al-  sippi  Baptists  when  they  read  about 
cohol/drugs  would  begin  in  the  near  it.— Editor, 
future. 

In  fact,  I  have  found  a  large  per¬ 
cent  of  pastors  do  not  feel  they  have  a  Let’s  stop  fussing 
problem  within  their  congregation 
with  alcohol /drugs.  And  in  some  re-  Emtor: 

cent  Drug  Overviews  held  by  a  non  with  hundreds,  yea  even 

profit  organization  through-out  the  thousands,  have  just  return^  from 
state,  a  large  percent  of  pastors  Kansas  City.  I  have  atteiwed  many 
failed  to  be  present  to  hear  these  drug  Southern  Baptist  Conventions,  and  I 
facts.  Their  silence  confirms  the  do  believe  that  this  one  takes  the  cake 
above  statement.  as  Picking,  picking,  picking. 

However,  let  me  stale  also  the  ooes  ,  !! 

who  did  attend  the  overview  were  hi 

very  supportiveot  the  lor  a  drug  c„„^,aHve  Propam.  wl  believi  in 
awareness  program  and  some  have  ^  „ 

taken  a  pos'itiv?  step  In  starting  an  Sr^Si  a“  ‘  S  cSs^^i 
awareness  program  within  their  u,t»making^eKblethelrGod.The 

wh7a?e  adware  ^elrSs  a^S  ^ 

■A  A  A  inn  cnmeskhinn  ^^e  Program  is  in  anyone’s  mind  if 

epidemic  and  are  doing  something 

^  ■  I  am  a  conservative.  I  support  Dr. 

I  have  noticed  many  thousands  of  Charles  Stanley,  1  support  the 
dollars  are  being  spent  building  new  Cooperative  Program ;  but  for  the 
churches  which  are  used  on  the  aver-  sake  of  lost  mankind,  let’s  stop  this 
age  3-4  times  weekly.  In  most  cases  fussing  and  win  those  precious  lost 
very  little  is  being  done  to  provide  a  souls  to  Jesus  the  Wonderful  Saviour, 
daily  recreation  program  for  the  If  I  learned  nothing  else  at  this  con- 
youth.  vention.  1  learned  this  one  thing;  the 

“Goal  50,000  -  Southern  Baptist  world  is  dying  without  the  Savior 
have  adopted  a  goal  of  50,000  while  we  Southern  Baptists  pick, 
churches  by  AD  2000.’’  How  I  would  pick,  and  pick  each  other  about  the 
love  to  have  read  “;Goal  50,000  word  and  Cooperative  Program. 

Southern  Baptist  have  adopted  an  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.  Let  us  act  like  it 
educational  program  on  the  use  of  as  Christians. 

-  ■  Kd.  note :  The  letter  above  came  in 

yf  M  yf  time  for  Falher’f  Dny,  bat  there  was 

'  /  y  ^  not  room  for  it  then. ) 

c/ Spiritual  education  lacking 

Editor; 

There  is  an  irony  in  the  education  of 
our  young  people  that  is  cruel  to 
them.  Secular  education  is  advanc¬ 
ing  so  that  at  a  younger  age  our  chil¬ 
dren  are  learning  more.  But  educa- 

Twice  today  1  have  felt  the_rush  of  and  they  proved  they  meant  it.  For  it  tion  in  the  spiritual  matters  is  lacking 
tears  lor  the  joy  of  being  frw.  In  a  they  gave  their  lives  and  their  for-  at  any  age. 

morning  broadcast.  1  heard  the  story  tunes.  As  1  listened  and  as  1  read.  1  Our  seminaries  are  given  the  re- 
of  America’s  Liberty  Bell.  In  the  felt  a  thrill  of  gratitude.  sponsibility  of  in-depth  Bible  doc- 

past.  it  has  traveled  all  over  the  Un-  1  hate  being  fenced  in.  or  being  en-  trine.  Yet  we  lose  many  teenagers  to 
ited  States.  Even  in  the  middle  of  the  closed  in  windowless  rooms.  1  even  false  doctrines  before  they  reach 
night  people  have  gotten  out  of  bed  to  worry  because  my  dog  has  to  live  in  a  “seminary  age.’’  If  we  would  start 
go  down  to  the  station  and  watch  the  fenc^  yard,  and  because  wild  ani-  basic  Bible  doctrine  in  the  nursery, 
old  cracked  bell  roll  by.  glowing  in  mals,  born  to  be  free,  live  in  the  zoo.  we  would  have  more  spiritually  dis- 
the  lighted  cars  against  the  dark.  It  is  joyous  to  live  in  a  free  land.  Yet  cerning  youth. 

if  some  enemy  came  to  this  land  Our  Sunday  School  and  Church 
This  afternixin  1  read  a  book  by  today  and  snatched  away  my  earthly  Training  hours  need  to  be  spent 
Paul  Harvey.  Our  IJves,  Our  I'or-  liberty.  1  would  still  have  the  only  teaching  deeper  Bible  truths.  A  six 
tunes.  Our  Sacred  Honor,  about  the  real  freedom  I  possess,  for  my  year  old  is  capable  of  learning  that 
fate  o'fthe  men  who  signed  the  Decla-  Father  promised,  "If  the  Son  make  there  is  one  holy.  Triune  G<rf  who 
ration  of  Independence.  When  those  you  free,  you  will  indeed  be  free”  must  judge  sin  yet  still  loves  sinners, 
men  signed  that  pledge  they  meant  it.  (John  8:36).  We  have  failed  when  we  allow  teens 


al’s  personal  relationship  to  God  and 
his  responsibility  for  others.  This  was 
I  want  to  challenge  all  Sunday  the  very  condition  Christ  rebuked  the 

School  and  Church  Training  teachers  Pharisees  for.  He  called  them 

and  writers  to  devote  themselves  to  “whited  sepulchers,  full  of  de.^d 

W.  Ray  Hill  teaching  the  whole  Bible  doctrine,  men’s  bones”  When  (^Tiristians  pinl- 

Mt.  Gilead  Baptist  Church  more  than  “God  loves  us.”  If  we  die  cheap  grace,  they  not  only 

Meridian  teach  the  children  in  our  local  cheapen  the  value  of  the  human  sfni! 

churches  as  Paul  wanted  to  teach  the  but  trivialize  the  significanci-  of 

Tribute  to  dad  Corinthians  in  I  Cor.  3:1-2,  then  the  Christ’s  death  on  the  Cross. 

professors  won’t  have  to  teach  “chil-  I  am  not  calling  so  much  for  a  re- 
Editor:  dren”  in  seminaries.  If  we  want  our  versal  of  the  present  direction  of  the 

I  am  only  19,  but  it  helps  to  think  youth  to  be  strong,  let’s  feed  our  chil-  Convention,  although  1  personally 

back  through  the  years  on  the  person  (jj-gj,  ,ygjj  gg  j^eb.  5:12-14  prescribes,  favor  that,  as  I  am  urging  pastors  to 

who  has  helped  me  grow  physically,  ^j.5  Alice  Talley  train  believers  to  become  competent 

socially,  mentally,  and  most  of  all  Columbus  and  responsible  priests,  fully  capable 

spiritually.  This  is  my  father,  Joe  of  “rightly  dividing  the  word  of 

Holcomb.  He  has  meant  a  lot  to  me.  Responsible  priest'^  Truth  ” 

as  a  child  and  as  a  teenager.  He  is  a  *  ■  Nancy  Bright  - 

pastor.  As  a  tiny  girl,  I  meant  a  lot  to  EJditor:  -  Pearl 

my  dad  and  he  loved  me  as  a  fat,  I  am  greatly  distressed  about  the  ‘ 
cross-eyed  child.  I  can  remember  my  transactions  which  took  place  in  the 
dad  holding  me  saying,  “Everything  recent  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 

is  OK  because  the  Lord  is  on  our  not  so  much  in  regard  to  the  transac-  .  '  . 

side.”  tions  themselves,  which  were  re-  VI' omen  deacons 

Daddy  is  a  fiery  preacher  who  has  gressive  and  grievous,  but  in  a  larger  ‘ 

always  been  set  in  a  spiritual  way  of  context  they  represent  an  erosion  of  Editor;  ' 

preaching.  I  can  remember  very  the  concept  of  the  Priesthood  of  the  ^  the  papers  that  me 

clearly  the  sermon  on  the  second  Believer,  the  doctrinal  bedrock  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  has 
coming  of  the  Lord.  His  sternness  Baptistfaith.  gone  on  record  as  opposi^  women  as 

drew  me  into  listening  to  the  sermon.  ,  article  oublished  in  The 

I  QQu;  mv  lost  r>nnHitinn  and  at  tha  ariicic  puDiisnco  in  I  ne  daughters  after  Phoebe,  a  deaconess 

I  saw  my  lost  conditiOT,  and  at  me  Christian  Century  just  prior  to  the.  ,n  New  Testament  times,  I  wasatlit- 
age  of  13  I  received  Christ.  I  could  convention  Glenn  Hewitt  wrote  “In  !?  u  I estamral  times,  i  was  a  iii 
alwavs  sleen  cnmfortablv  knowinc  wrote,  in  ||g  hopeful  that  we  would  vote  the 

always  Sleep  comtonaoiy,  lowing  jg25  the  great  majority  of  Southern  other- wav  ■'1  have  not  however  -ex- 
my  dad  was  in  a  room  nearby.  But  Rant;,.*  knew  their  heritage  reasona-  J  ™>w«ver.  ex 

after  that  nieht  I  sleot  soundly  after  “^ptist  knew  their  heritage  reasona  prggsgd  my  v,ews  aloi^.this  line, 
alter  mat  ni^iisiepisouiimy,  aiici  bly  well.  They  knew  what  it  meant  to  mainlv  beeause  t  aiirmlv  have  not 
trusting  the  Lord  Jesus  as  Savior.  ^e  Bantist  licause  their  relieious  iwai^  l  siinpiy  nave  not 

Plavmc  ball  ridinc  horses  and  re-  a  hecause  their  religious  had  the  time  to  do  sot 

riaying  oaii,  noing  norses, aiiu  re-  education  was  attained  through  tnn 


5KATELAND 


is  having  a  YOUTH  LOCK-IN 
just  for  those  attending  Youth  Night 

Friday,  August  3,  10:30  p.m.  until  7  a.m. 

Come-in  snack  served  Continental  Breakfast  served 

Have  your  leader  caii  lor  reservations 
(601)  373-9312 

(Any  suggestion  for  movie  selection  appreciated) 

3  Locations 

Nortli  South  Peart 

Hwy  51  N.  at  Ridgatand  820  Cooper  Rd.,  Candlestick  Legion  Lake  Rd. 
9i12  It.  Video  Screen  52"  Video  Screen  Free  Video  games 

$5.00  S5.00  $4.00 


^  //le 

Eternal  liberty 


P.  O.Box  7203,  Jackson,  MS  39212 
Complimentary  BOG  cards  from  McDonald’s  will  ba 
gl¥an  as  you  make  rasarvations. 
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Tlmrtday,  June  88,  H84 


Resolutions  passed  at  Kansas  City 


Resolutioii  No.  1 — 

On  Worldwide  Evangelism 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED.  That 
(ve  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  June  12-14,  1984,  call  our 
churches  afresh  to  make  known  to  all 
nations  by  every  sound  means  the 
justice  and  justification  of  God,  to 
witness  to  new  spiritual  and  moral 
life  available  in  Christ  whose  king¬ 
dom  is  invincible,  and  to  reflect  com¬ 
passionate  concern  for  the  needy  and 
the  biblical  indictment  of  injustice; 
and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
commend  the  mission  boards  and 
other  agencies  whose  planning  and 
energy  is  necessary  to  give  cohesive 
direction  to  this  effort;  and  be  it 
further  RESOLVED,  That  we  call 
our  churches  to  vigorous  participa¬ 
tion  and  cooperation  and  support  of 
the  Bold  Mission  Thrust;  and 

Be  it  finally  REISOLVED,  That  we 
dedicate  ourselves  to  the  divine 
mandate  to  carry  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  to  pray 
and  work  for  fulfillment  of  the  Great 
Commission. 

Resolution  No.  2— 

On  a  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  Vatican 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That 
messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  meeting  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  on  June  12-14, 1984,  register 
our  continuing  opposition  to  a  U.S. 
ambassador  to  the  Holy  See;  urge 
members  of  churches  cooperating 
with  this  Convention  to  express  their 
sentiment  to  elected  officials ;  pledge 
support  of  actions  which  challenge 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Holy 
See;  commend  our  Baptist  leaders 
for  opposing  a  U.S.  ambassador  to 
the  Holy  See;  urge  the  officers  of  the 
Convention  to  continue  their  opposi¬ 
tion,  acting  in  concert  with  each  of 
our  Baptist  agencies;  and,  request 
this  resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  presidency,  to  members 
of  Congress,  and  to  the  platform 
committees  of  major  political  par¬ 
ties. 


Resolution  No.  3 — 

On  Ordination  and  the  Role  of 
Women  in  Minis^ 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That 
we  not  decide  concerns  of  Christian 
doctrine  and  practice  by  modem  cul¬ 
ture,  sociological  and  ecclesiastical 
trends  or  by  emotional  factors;  that 
we  remind  ourselves  of  the  dearly 
bought  Baptist  principle  of  the  final 
authority  of  Scripture  in  matters  of 
faith  and  conduct;  and  that  we  en¬ 
courage  the  service  of  wdmen  in  all 
aspects  of  church  life  and  work  other 
than  pastoral  functions  and  leader¬ 
ship  roles  entailing  ordination. 

Resolution  No.  4— 

On  Equal  Access  Legislation 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
its  annual  session  at  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  June  12-14, 1984,  voices  its 
strong  approval  of  the  principle  that 
if  a  public  school  establishes  a  li¬ 


mited  open  forum  consisting  of  non¬ 
school-sponsored,  student-initiated, 
student-controlled,  student  group 
meetings,  no  such  group  may  be 
excluded  on  the  basis  of  the  religious 
content  of  speech  used  in  its  meet¬ 
ings;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
commend  all  Baptist  leaders  for 
their  work  toward  securing  passage 
of  this  bill  and  ask  that  the  leaders 
continue  to  assign  a  high  priority  to 
passage  of  an  equal  access  bill;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  the 
messengers  to  this  Convention  con- 
venant  together  that  they  will  write 
to  the  President  and  to  their  Rep¬ 
resentatives  and  Senators  in  support 
of  such  an  equal  access  bill  and  that 
they  will  actively  seek  to  enlist  others 
to  write  expressing  their  support. 


Resolution  No.  5— 

On  Gambling 

Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That 
we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  assembled  in 
Kansas  City,  June  12-14,  1984,  en¬ 
courage  Southern  Baptists  to  work 
diligently  with  other  Christians  and 
other  responsible  citizens  who  op¬ 
pose  the  spread  of  legalized  gambl¬ 
ing;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
encourage  the  churches  and  the  state 
Conventions  cooperating  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  en¬ 
gage  in  vigorous  programs  of  educa- 
ion  for  adults,  teenagers,  and  chil¬ 
dren  about  the  moral  tragedies 
wrought  by  legalized  gambling;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
express  our  prayerful  support  and 
strong  encouragement  for  those  who 
are  providing  courageous  leadership 
in  vigorously  opposing  the  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  gambling  both  in  the  states 
where  votes  are  scheduled  and  at  the 
national  level  where  pressure  is 
building  in  support  of  legalized 
gambling. 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we 
express  our  grave  concern  that 
gambling  interests  have  unscrupul¬ 
ously  twisted  the  decision  of  the  1983 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  meet 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  in  1989  to  imply 
that  Southern  Baptists  are  com¬ 
promising  their  opposition  to  gambl¬ 
ing,  and  that  we  declare  to  gambling 
interests  and  to  the  world  that  our 
purpose  for  meeting  in  Las  Vegas  is 
an  expression  of  our  mission  to  give 
support  to  Baptist  work  and  to  share 
Christ  with  the  people  of  that  area; 
and  that  we  affirm  our  opposition  to 
gambling  regardless  of  any  choice  of 
site  for  a  Convention  meeting. 


Resolutions  No.  8— 

On  the  Civil  Rights  of  1984 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That 
we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri,  June  12-14,  1984 
request  Congress  to  give  immediate 
attention  either  to  redefining  the 
term  “recipients”  in  the  Act  itself  or 
making  certain  that  the  legislative 
history  of  the  Act  clearly  exempts 


exclusively  religious  organizations, 
religious  schools,  and  institutions 
from  being  defined  as  recipients  of 
Federal  financial  assistance  under 
the  Act;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  the 
Christian  Life  Conlmission  and  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs  be  requested  to  notify  the 
Congress  of  this  resolution  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Resolution  No.  7— 

On  Alcohol,  Drunk  Driving,  and  the 
Minimum  Drinking  Age 

Therefore,  be  it  REISOLVED,  That 
we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri,  June  12-14,  1984, 
affirm  our  steadfast  opposition  to  the 
use  of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  bever¬ 
age;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
urge  Southern  Baptist  families  and 
churches  to  work  tirelessly  and  un¬ 
compromisingly  to  educate  children, 
young  people,  and  adults  concerning 
the  nature  and  consequences  of  al¬ 
cohol  use,  pointing  them  toward  a  re¬ 
sponsible  Christian  life  style  of  absti¬ 
nence  from  alcohol  and  all  other 
mind-altering  drugs;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
call  upon  Southern  Baptists  to  minis¬ 
ter  faithfully  to  those  individuals  and 
families  who  suffer  from  the  devas¬ 
tating  effects  of  alcohol  abuse;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
urge  Southern  Baptists  in  every  state 
to  involve  themselves  as  citizens  in 
supporting  stringent  laws  to  deter 
drinking  and  driving,  and  to  ensure 
swift  and  certain  punishment  of  those 
who  do  drink  and  drive;  and 

Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we 
call  upon  the  Federal  Trade  Com¬ 
mission  to  use  its  existing  authority 
to  ban  alcohol  advertisements  in  the 
broadcast  media  as  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  nation  and  to  regulate 
strictly  any  advertising  of  alcoholic 
beverages  in  other  me^a,  requiring 
counter-balancing  information  and  a 
warning  label;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
support  wholeheartedly  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  minimum  national 
drinking  age  of  21;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  that  we 
commend  those  Baptist  state  con¬ 
ventions,  associations,  and  churches 
which  labor  earnestly  and  effectively 
to  oppose  the  extension  of  liquor  in¬ 
terests,  and  call  Southern  Baptists  to 
an  exemplary  Christian  life-style  of 
abstinence  from  beverage  alcohol 
and  all  other  harmful  drugs. 

An  amendment  asked  a  ban  on  alcohol  ads 
especially  during  sports  evenU,  and  urged  Con¬ 
gress  to  place  wanting  labels  on  alcohol  conUin- 
era. 

Resolutions  No.  8— 

On  Abortion 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED.  That 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
meeting  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
June  12-14,  1964,  encourage  all  of  its 
institutions,  cooperating  churches, 
and  members  to  work  diligently  to 
provide  counseling,  housing,  and 
adoption  placement  services  for 
unwed  mothers  with  the  specific  in¬ 
tent  ot  bringing  them  into  a  relation¬ 


ship  with  Jesus  Christ  and/or  a  sense 
of  Christian  responsibility;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
deplore  the  practice  of  performing 
abortions,  as  well  as  dispensing  to 
minors  without  parental  consent  or 
even  notification,  contraceptive 
medications  which  have  potentially 
dangerous  side  effects,  and  deplore 
also  the  use  of  tax  funds  for  such  ac¬ 
tivities;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
call  upon  all  Southern  Baptists  to 
renew  their  commitment  to  support 
and  work  for  legislation  and/or  con¬ 
stitutional  amendment  which  will 
prohibit  abortion  except  to  save  the 
physical  life  of  the  mother;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
encourage  Southern  Baptists  to  in¬ 
quire  whether  or  not  their  physicians 
perform  abortions  on  demand  or  give 
referrals  for  abortions,  and  that  we 
commend  those  of  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  who  abstain  from  performing 
abortions  or  making  abortion  refer¬ 
rals;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we 
urge  our  agencies  and  institutions  to 
provide  leadership  for  our  cooperat¬ 
ing  churches  and  members,  by  pre¬ 
paring  literature  to  take  a  clear  and 
strong  stand  against  abortion,  and  to 
inform  and  motivate  our  members  to 
action  to  eliminate  abortion  on  de¬ 
mand. 

Resolution  No.  9 — 

On  Ggarette  Smoking 

Therefore,  be  it  REISOLVED,  That 
the  messengers  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  meeting  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  June  12-14,  1984,  en¬ 
courage  churches  to  give  people  the 
facts  regarding  the  physical  harm 
involved  in  cigarette  smoking,  be¬ 
ginning  with  children  of  an  early  age. 

Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we 
encourage  schools  to  make  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  harm  of  cigarette 
smoking  part  of  the  curriculum  for 
students  of  all  ages. 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
encourage  parents  by  personal 
example  to  teach  abstinence  from 
cigarette  smoking;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  our 
churches  take  leadership  in  en¬ 
couraging  people  to  refrain  from 
smoking  cigarettes.  '' 

Amendmenlt  urged  an  end  to  tobacco  aubekbes 
and  encouraged  Southern  Baptista  not  to  plant. 


Resointioas  No.  10 — 

On  Secular  Humanism 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That 
we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri,  June  12-14,  1984, 
encourage  Christians  to  challenge 
the  growing  tendency  of  humanists  to 
dilute  biblical  principles  in  public  life 
while  they  promote  humanistic  al¬ 
ternatives;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
call  upon  our  people  to  work  to  re¬ 
verse  the  de  facto  exclusion  of  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  Deity  from  public 
schools,  which  makes  the  govern¬ 
ment  not  neutral  to' religion  but  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  it,  and  replaces  the 
Judeo-Christian  ethic  with  a  religion 
of  secular  humanism;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
pursue  this  reversal  by  Christian 
example  and  the  penetration  of  secu¬ 
lar  society,  and  by  seeking  approp¬ 
riate  legislative  and/or  judici^  ac¬ 
tion;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
call  upon  our  churches  to  emphasize 
the  authority  of  the  living  God  as 
creator,  preserver,  and  judge  of  the 
universe,  and  to  articulate  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  this  for  community,  na¬ 
tional,  and  international  life,  as  well 
as  individual  life;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
approve  the  principle  of  quality  edu¬ 
cation  and  urge  Southern  Baptists  to 
become  personally  involved  in  pub¬ 
lic,  private,  or  Christian  school  mat¬ 
ters,  encouraging  the  restoration  of 
theistic  principles  in  the  curriculum; 
and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
express  our  dismay  over  the  trivial¬ 
ity  of  much  mass  media  content  and 
our  disapproval  of  the  hedonism  and 
relativism  it  reflects,  and  that  we  en¬ 
courage  dedicated  Christians  to  pur¬ 
sue  vocational  careers  that  would 
allow  them  to  project  a  positive 
Christian  lifestyle  in  mass  media 
content;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we 
call  Southern  Baptists  to  involve¬ 
ment  in  political,  educational  and 
media  opportunities,  and  to 
exemplify  in  their  lives  and  leader¬ 
ship  the  relevance  of  the  ethical  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Bible  to  ^e  contempor¬ 
ary  moral  crisis. 


grow,  or  soil  tobacco,  nor  to  use  it  in  any  form 


Ail  friends  and  former  members  are  invited  to 

Homecoming 

Sunday  —  July  15,  1984 

Sunday  School  9:40  a.m. 

Worship  11:00  a.m. 

Homecoming  special  2:30  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church 

Dr.  Alari  Day,  Pastor  McComb,  MS 


SBC)  Forum 


Thariday,  June  n,  H84 
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Premiere  of  pre-SBC 
meeting  draws  full  house 


KANSAS  CITY-About  2,000  per¬ 
sons  attended  the  premiere  meeting 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Forum  Monday  afternoon 
which  Duke  K.  McCall,  president  of 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  de¬ 
scribed  as  “the  biggest  baby  ever 
bom  at  a  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  setting.” 

'  McCall,  one  of  five  keynote  speak¬ 
ers  at  the  SBC  Forum,  said  that  the 
meeting  met  his  own  personal  needs 
for  growth  and  inspiration. 

The  SBC  Forum  was  one  of  seven 
conferences  held  prior  to  the  127th 
annual  meeting  of  the  SBC. 

Meeting  in  direct  conflict  with  an 
afternoon  session  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Peistors’  Conference  which 
attracted  10,000,  organizers  still 
labeled  the  Forum  a  success  and  said 
they  will  consider  plans  for  another 
meeting  in  1965. 

Cecil  Sherman,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Asheville,  N.C.,  and  one  of 
the  organizers  for  the  conference, 
said  that  for  years  he  had  felt  out  of 
place  attending  other  pre-SBC  meet¬ 
ings  and  believed  he  was  not  alone  in 
his  feelings. 

“You  can  come  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  pre¬ 
meetings  and  never  hear  from  this 
side  of  the  house,”  he  explained,  not¬ 
ing  that  the  Forum  consisted  primar¬ 
ily  of  those  from  a  more  moderate 
theological  stance. 

'“But  there  is  some  magnificent 
,  thinking  going  on  inside  the  minds  of 
some  Southern  Baptist  pastors.  They 
needed  a  place  to  speak  and  now 
there’s  the  platform.” 


Sherman  acknowledged  that  the 
Forum  served  as  an  altemeitive  to 
the  SBC  Pastors’  Conference,  one  of 
the  largest  pre-SBC  meetings. 
“’There  are  some  significant  pains 
inside  certain  Southern  Baptist  pas¬ 
tors  that  are  not  being  addressed  and 
there  are  guilt  trips  being  laid  on  pas¬ 
tors  during  the  other  meeting  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  building  a  super 
church,”  he  maintained. 

Sherman  added  that  this  year’s  or¬ 
ganizers  will  discuss  sponsoring 
another  Forum  prior  to  the  1985  SBC 
in  Dallas. 

Gene  Garrison,  pastor  of  jUrst 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  who^^es- 
ided  over  the  meeting,  told  particip¬ 
ants  their  positive  response  would 
represent^  to  planners  as' a  state¬ 
ment  of  “do  it  again.” 

Speakers  addressed  a  variety  of  is¬ 
sues  facing  Southern  Baptists,  in¬ 
cluding  the  role  of  women  in  ministry 
and  efforts  to  make  SBC  colleges  and 
seminaries  take  a  more  conservative 
line. 

Sara  Ann  Hobbs,  director  of  the 
missions  division  for  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention, 
Raleigh,  told  attendees  that  women 
are  going  to  continue  to  respond  to 
God’s  call  and  are  going  to  serve 
somewhere,  even  if  it  is  not  within  the 
SBC. 

She  drew  from  statistics  to  show 
that  although  more  and  more  women 
are  attending  seminaries,  jobs  avail¬ 
able  to  female  graduates  are  de¬ 
creasing.  Women  held  nuuiy  newly 
created  church  staff  jobs  in  their  em¬ 
bryonic  stages,  noted  Hobbs.  But 


when  men  began  taking  those  jobs 
and  the  title  changed  from  director  to 
minister,  womenno  longer  were  seen 
as  appropriate  for  the  position. 

That  attitude  will  change  again,  as 
laywomen  become  corporate  execu¬ 
tive  and  bank  presidents  and  refuse 
to  be  barred  from  decision-making- 
positions  in  the  church,  Hobbs  pre¬ 
dicted. 

Ministers  today  can  continue  to  en¬ 
courage  women  to  answer  God’s  call, 
recommend  and  hire  them,' she  ad¬ 
ded. 

Speaking  on  the  theme  that  (}od  de¬ 
fines  love,  McCall  acknowledged  that 
love  is  not  always  easy  to  practice. 

David  Matthews,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Greenville,  S.C.,  called  for 
more  vision  on  the  part  of  pastors  and 
warned  that  lack  of  God-inspired  vis¬ 
ion  leads  to  dead  preaching. 

Baptists  have  always  been  strong 
Bible  people,  he  said.  But  too  often 
they  have  had  a  weak  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  If  the  two  don’t  go  to¬ 
gether,  “you  will  end  up  a  sect  or  a 
cult,”  he  warned. 

‘The  Bible  is  not  synonymous  with 
God,  and  therefore  should  not  be  ele¬ 
vated  to  the  sovereignty  that  belongs 
only  to  him,”  Matthews  contended. 
“If  the  Bible  were  God,  or  even  the 
totality  of  God’s  self-revelation,  we 
would i)ot  need  preaching.  We  would, 
only  need  Bible  reading.” 

Pastors  should  spend  more  time 
encouraging  their  congregations 
than  lambasting  them  with  accusa¬ 
tions  about  a  lack  of  Christian  com¬ 
mitment,  asserted  Kenneth  Chafin, 
former  pastor  of  South  Main  Church, 
Hosuton,  and  the  new  Carl  Bates  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christian  Preaching  for 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

“There  is  not  anyone  in  this  room 
whom  God  has  not  gifted  and  who 
cannot  become  effective  successful 
human  beings  for  the  kingdom  if  you 
accept  those  gifts  and  develop  those 
gifts  and  dedicate  those  gifts  to  God.” 

Chafin  challenged  the  audience  to 
return  to  their  churches  and  offer  an 
encouraging  word  to  their  congrega¬ 
tions  rather  than  giving  reports 
about  “who  said  what  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.” 

Unless  Southern  Baptists  allow 
room  for  new  ideas  and  questions  in 
the  classrooms  of  their  colleges  and 
seminaries,  the  denomination  will 
fail  to  offer  a  relevant  biblical  mes¬ 
sage  to  today’s  society,  charged 
Kirby  Godsey,  president  of  Mercer 
University,  Macon,  Ga. 

Godsey  asserted  efforts  to  force 
SBC  schmls  to  present  more  conser¬ 
vative  theological  ideas  will  leave 
“our  children  slaves  to  their  ignor¬ 
ance  and  victims  of  narrow-minded 
bigotry.  No  denomination  is  going  to 
remain  alive  that  doesn’t  remain 
self-critical  and  open  to  new  ideas 
and  new  thoughts  and  even  a  fresh 
voice  from  God.” 

He  challenged  Baptists  not  to  di¬ 
vorce  intellect  from  faith  and  stated, 
“Let  us  not  offer  God  empty- 
headedness  and  call  that  laying  our 
lives  on  the  altar.” 


Do  Justice  and  Love  Kindness 

-  (Micah  6  8  BSV) 


S  ‘‘ 
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Observe  Christian  Citizenship  Sunday 
July  1,  1984 

Sponio'"<7  It  V.  “irr*  an  i,p(e  Cc  —  —  I'  on  o'  ii'e  Souinern  Bapiitl  Convention 


\ 


I  Louisiana  votes  to  repeal 
i  state’s  creationism  law 

I  BATON  ROUGE,  La.  ( EP )— Louisiana’s  Senate  voted  21-26  to  do  - 
I  away  with  the  state’s  scientific  creationism  law  after  one  lawmaker 
;  said  passage  of  the  law  two  years  ago  was  a  “politically  gutless’ move, 
i  The  law  requires  that  scientific  creationism  be  taught  in  any  Louisiana  ; 
I  public  school  classroom  where  evolution  is  taught.  Scientific  i 
I  Creationism  tracks  the  biblical  version  of  creation :  man  was  created  in  \ 
I  his  present  form  by  a  supreme  being  and  did  not  evolve  from  lower  - 
j  forms  of  life. 

1  Although  it  was  passed  in  198 1 ,  the  la w  has  never  been  implemented. 

I  It  is  being  challenged  in  federal  court  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties  i 
I  Union.  Echoing  the  ALCU’s  arguments.  Sen.  Sydney  Nelson  of  ; 
i  ^reveport  said  the  law  violates  the  constitutional  provision  for  separa-  I 
J  tion  of  church  and  state.  And  he  cited  a  more  practical  reason  for  ; 
'  repealing  the  law— the  cost  of  defending  it  in  court  and  implementing  it  ■ 
in  the  classroom. 

j  Nelson  said  local  school  systems  would  spend  a  total  of  $7.3  million  to 
i  buy  books  and  train  teachers  if  the  state  wins  its  case  for  the  law  in  U.S. 

District  Court  in  New  Orleans.  If  the  state  loses,  which  Nelson  said  is  j 
1  more  likely,  the  state  will  have  spent  more  than  $1  million  legal  fees. 


Messengers— 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
Baptist  Telecomunications  Network 
be  provided  at  no  cost  to  local 
churches  which  purchase  their  own 
receiving  equipment  and  if  neces¬ 
sary  that  Cooperative  Program 
fun^  be  designated  to  the  Sunday 

Water  Valley 
plans  cleanup 

The  city  administration  of  Water 
Valley  and  the  Interfaith  Recovery 
Organization  there  are  sponsoring  a 
work  day,  June  30.  This  work  day  is 
designed  to  assist  with  clean  up  oper¬ 
ations  related  to  restoration  efforts 
following  the  Easter  tornado  that  hit 
the  North  Mississippi  town. 

Volunteer  groups  from  churches 
and  civic  organizations  are  invited  to 
participate  and  are  asked  to  meet  at 
the  National  Guard  Armory  in  Water 
Valley  at  7  a.m.,  June  30. 

Ne^ed  equipment  includes  chain 
saws,  dump  trucks,  pickup  trucks, 
small  bulldozers,  farm  trucks, 
front-end  loaders,  and  wheelbar¬ 
rows. 

For  details  of  this  project,  contact 
Michele  Howie,  interfaith  coor¬ 
dinator  at  473-4655  in  Water  Valley. 


business — 


School  Board  for  BTN 

The  Christian  Life  Commission 
received  referrals  to  request  all 
agencies  to  seek  to  bring  the  liquor 
industry  under  product  liability  laws, 
and  to  oppose  abortions. 

A  motion  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  to  review  its  prohibition  on  ap¬ 
pointing  missionaries  with  teenaged 
children  was  referred  to  the  FMB. 

And  several  motions  were  defeated 
by  messengers.  One,  by  Dave  Lucas 
of  Austin,  Tex.,  wanted  to  reaffirm 
“objection  to  the  disseminaticn  of 
theological  views  in  any  of  our  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  agencies  which  would 
undermine  faith  in  the  historical  ac¬ 
curacy  and  doctrinal  integrity  of  the 
Bible”  and  to  have  administrators 
“remedy”  such  situations.  It  was 
voted  down  after  criticism  that  it  was 
too  vague.  Another  motion  voted 
down  would  have  instructed  the 
Executive  Committee  not  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  Conference  on  Government 
Intervention  on  Religious  Affairs, 
which  is  sponsored  jointly  by  a 
number  of  groups  including  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

And  a  third  motion  rejected  by 
messengers  would  have  brought  to¬ 
gether  a  committee  to  study  a  plan  of 
implementing  reconciliation  among 
Southern  Baptists. 


CHILHOWEE  ACADEMY  IS  NOW 
ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS 
FOR  THE  FALL  OF  1984 

grades  ••12/fully  accredited/dorms/ 
college  pf«fMraton'/co-ed/ 
small  claaaM/ Christian  environment/ 
interview  pequired/12  miles  South 
of  KnoxviMe/ 

For  more  information,  nvrite  or  call: 

Director  of  Admissions 
Harrison  Chilhouree  Baptist  Academy 
Route  S,  Box  1300 
Seymour,  TN  37865 

(615)  573-8321 

Chiihowee  is  an  educational  mstiiuiion  of  the 
Tennessee  Bapfisi  Convention 
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Tbfiday,  Jie  tl,  liM 


NORTH  OXFORD  CHURCH  atOxford  recognized  its  GAs 
-  in  a  service  May  16,  on  the  theme,  “Missions  Around  The 
>  Worid.”  Girls  held  ftags  represerrtative  of  various  countries 
they  had  studied  during  the  year.  Those  who  received  study 
awards  were,  left  to  right,  front  row;  Tanya  Glover,  Cindy 
Parker,  Mandy  Roberts,  Missy  Lewis.  Secortd  row:  Jenny 
Plunk,  Jennifer  Anthony,  Angela  Humphrey,  Renee  Mullins. 


Third  row;  Jennifer  James,  Sharon  Tutor,  Allison  Sneed,  Erin 
Sealy,  Melanie  Myrick,  Jaci  Adams,  Marie  Martin.  GA  leaders 
are,  left,  front— Gwen  Jenkins,  director;  left,  back— Beth 
King;  right,  front— Cindy  Gober;  right,  back— Kim  Corbin. 
GAs  not  pictured  are  Brandy  Smith,  Donica  Warren,  and 
Jennifer  Kieropski. 


h  j-n  St:  -  , .  -  -  - 

(uiii'ACTEENS  o(  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  were  recognized  on  June  3  for  their 
achievements  In  mission  work  inHeshoba  County.  Three  of  these  Acteens  will 
t.  attend  National  Acteens  Cortferenee  in  fort  Worth,  Tex.,. in  July  ot  this  year. 
Thosa  whocompieted  theQueen  requirements  were:  Kim  Bridjes,  Toni  Wilker- 
son..Oana  Irons,  MeUssa  Kilgore  and  LaqurTa>Long.  Tho^Who  ct^pistM  re- 
quirements.tor.Queen>with-Scepter  were:  Kitti^umborlsfUj^Ainy  Parker,  and 
Renee'  Tbaggard.  Their  attendants  were:  Denise  Weir,  ErirtiCDns,  Brent  Irons. 
Wesley  Hazelwoqd^eather  Holly,£rian  Weir  and  Leslie  Sartrlefs.  Not  shown  was 
•  Bpiyett.  Act£^ns^le^ar^ia  Ulttan  Klllen. 


ACTEENS  from  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  who  received  awards  at  a  recent 
GA/Acteen  recognition  service  include  Aimee  Harris— Queen  with  Scepter; 
Martha  Barnett— Queen  with  Scepter;  Sandi  Heard— Queen;  Joelle  Harris— 
Queen  Acteens  director  is  Mrs.  Leo  Jordan. 


THE  FIRST  ACTEEN  RECOGNITION  SERVICE  held  at  Immanuel  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  used  the  theme.  Alive  to  be  His  Witnesses"  The  girls  all  achieved 
Queen  level  even  though  the  group  was  not  organized  until  August  1983.  There¬ 
fore.  this  represents  quite  a  LOT  of  work,  said  Donna  Cole,  the  Acteens  leader. 
Left  to  right:  Kristi  Cole.  Melinda  Broadhead,  Amy  Barron.  Anita  Mosley,  Cristi 
Cofe,  Kim  Shelton.  Julie  Cole  and  Amy  Shtfalo 


Joy  Sunday  School  Gass  (senior 
adult  ladies)  of  First  Giurch,  Run- 
nelstown,  recently  held  a  supper  in 
the  church  fellowship  hall.  Their 
•  three  oldest  members,  Mrs.  Alice 
Ckjnway,  Mrs.  Fred  Odom,  and  Mrs. 
Eva  McCrory,  were  honored  and 
presented  corsages  and  bud  vase  ar¬ 
rangements. 

,  Calvary  Church,  Braxton,  Simpson 
County  ,eproUed  8?  in  its  five-day  Va- 
catimi  Kbie  School,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  66  and  a  high  of  74. 
There  were  13  professions  of  faith. 
Twelve  of  the  24  on  the  faculty  had  a 
perfect  attendance  record.  Ileta 
Bennett  directed  the  school.  Leaders 
of  the  various  departments  were  Sue 
Herrin,  Dale  Simon,  Lizzie  Dixon, 
and  Nezzie  Sheppard.  H.  J.  Bennett  is 
the  pastor. 

Union  Church,  Wilkinson  County, 
held  Vacation  Bible  School,  June 
11-15  with  34  pupils  and  20  workers 
enrolled.  They  averaged  49  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Director  was  Mrs.  Jenny 
Robertson.  Warren  Whitaker  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

=  ♦  ■  *  * 

Glendale  Church,  Leland,  held  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School  June  4-8,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  55;  an  offering 
of  $62.25;  “A  good  turn-out  of  pa¬ 
rents”;  three  professions  of  faith; 
and  two  additions  by  letter.  Edward 
Pendergrast  is  pastor. 

Dedication  services  will  be  held 
July  1  at  Central  Church,  Brandon,  at 
2  p.m.  Ontral  Church  is  located  on 
Trickham  Bridge  Road  across  from 
the  Exchange  Gub  ball  park.  J.  T. 
Pannell  is  pastor.  The  church  re¬ 
cently  completed  a  new  building  con¬ 
taining  an  auditorium,  four  Sunday 
School  rooms,  and  the  pastor’s  study. 

The  ship  of  dishonesty  always 
leaks.— James  Ellis 

III  habits  gather  by  unseen 
degrees— As  brooks  make  rivers, 
rivers  run  to  seas.'-^ohn  Dryden 

Unless  the  habit  leads  to  happiness 
the  best  habit  is  to  contract  none.— 
Johann  Zimmermann 


Trace  Ridge  Church,  Ridgdand; 
July  9-15;  services  at  7  each  evening ; 
coming  to  lead  the  crusade  is  a  50- 
member  team  from  Dauphin  Way 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  led  by  their 
pastor,  Darrell  Robinson,  and  minis¬ 
ter  of  music,  Lynn  Madden;  a  youth 
chorale  will  conduct  eight  neighbor¬ 
hood  Bible  Gubs  and  sing  in  the  ser¬ 
vices,  and  also  will  give  a.full  concert 
on  Saturday  night  at  7;  Madden  is  a 
former  minister  of  music  and  youth 
at  Ridgeland  Church. 

Ebenezer  Church,  Bassfield;  July 
1-4;  Danny  Berry,  pastor  of  Bethany 
Church,  Prentiss,  evangelist;  Cherie 
Coggin,  minister  of  music  at  Cold 
Springs  (Covington),  leading  the 
singing;  Jimmy  McFatter,  pastor. 

.First,  Holly  Springs:  July  14-18; 
church  growth  revival;  banquet 
Saturday  evening;  Sunday  services 
at  11  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.;  noon  and 
7:30  p.m.,  Mon.-W^.;  evangelist, 
Jerry  Mixon,  pastor,  First,  Winona; 
music  director.  Gene  Winkler, 
minister  of  music  and  education. 
First,  Holly  Springs;  Donnie 
Stewart,  pastor. 


STAINED  glass  REPAIR: 
custom  stained  glass  panels;  P  & 
R  Aluminum  A  Glass,  Vardaman, 
MS  38878  ;  682-7357. 

CHURCH  PEWS  —  Chancel  Fur¬ 
niture  —  Cushions.  Educational 
and  Used  Fundture.  Wallace  E. 
Foy,  Church  Pews  and  Furniture 
Co.,  171  Westover  Dr.,  Clarksdale, 
MS  38114,  (661)  6244826. _ 

“EXCITING  175  YEARS”  Church 
History  Book.  Now  Taking  Or¬ 
ders!!  Pre-pub  price  I18.K  (in¬ 
cluding  shipping).  FIRST  BAP¬ 
TIST  CHURCH,  666  Governors 
Drive,  Huntsville,  AL  35801  (In¬ 
teresting  text;  pictures;  1809-1916 
church  rolls;  biographies, 
graphics;  etc.) 

PREACHER  NEEDED  for  as- 
sociational  MISSION  TRIP  to  Be- 
linrton,  W.V.,  July  20-28.  Fifteen 
volunteers  will  conduct  Vacation 
Bible  School  during  mornings. 
Revival  services  at  night.  For 
more  information  call  Mae  Har¬ 
din  at  (661)  238-4172. 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE;  1969 
Chevrolet,  6  cylinder  model 
C-56— 91,2M.OO.  Contact:  Park¬ 
way  Baptist  Chnrch,  Box  574; 
Houston,  MS  38851,  (601)  456-2745 
(or  456-3818  after  5  p.m.). 


Highland,  Laurel,  will  sponsm*  a 
Stariite  Crusade  July  8-11  at  Watkins 
Stadium  in  Laurel.  James  Merritt, 
pastor,  will  preach  at  each  7:30  p.m. 
service.  Chuck  Traylor,  minister  of 
music,  will  be  music  leader. 

Special  guests  include  Terry  Brad¬ 
shaw  Sunday  night,  Jerry  Glower 
Monday  night,  Rick  Stanlej|(  Elvis 
Presley’s  step-brother)  Tuesday 
night,  and  Cheryl  Prewitt  Blackwood 
(Miss  America  1980)  Wednesday 
ipi^ht. 

Line  Creek,  Morton:  July  8-13; 
evangelist,  J.  B.  Miller,  originally 
from  Morton;  musician,  Lavell 
Pruitt,  Hopewell  Springs,  Crystal 
Springs;  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  with  din¬ 
ner  on  the  ground  at  noon  and  1:30 
p.m.  service  afterward;  Mon.-Fri.  at 
7  p.m.;  James  Chandler,  pastor. 

Evansville  Church,  Coldwater 
(Northwest):  July  8-13;  10  a.m.  and 
7 : 30  p.m. ;  James  Travis,  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College,  evangelist;  Joe 
McNeer,  music  director;  Ed 
Campbell,  pastor. _ 


TEE  leapfrogs 

BAGUIO,  Philippines— For  the 
third  year  in  a  row,  student  enroll¬ 
ment  in  theological  extension  educa¬ 
tion  (TEE)  in  Luzon,  Philippines,  has 
leap-frogged  ahead  of  the  previous 
year’s  increase.  , 

The  287  TEE  students  in  1983  rep¬ 
resented  a  52  percent  increase  over 
1982’s  189  students.  More  than  800 
students  were  enrolled  in  extension 
programs,  fraternal  Bible  schools 
and  institutes,  the  Manila  School  of 
Theology  and  the  Philippine  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Baguio. 


Does  Your 
Church  Have 
Space 
Problems? 

Here  is  ONE  building 
that  can  provide 

•  Classrooms 

•  Gymnasium 

•  Auditorium 

and  - 

More 

That’s  righti  An  amazingly  (laxibla 
building  concapt  lats  your  church 
uaa  tha  sama  spaoa  tor  classrooms, 
gyrimaskim,  audHorlum,  kMchan, 
laltoiaship  had  arto  mora  at  far  laas 
coat  than  you  would  axpact.  An  kv 
gantous,  patantad,  powar  drivan  caH- 
ir«g,  along  with  sound  daadaning 
tolding  partitions,  allows  tha  transi¬ 
tion  from  orta  kind  of  space  uaa  to 
anothar  to  taka  place  In  mlnutas. 
Pra-fabrlcalad  components  greatly 
cut  cortatructlon  costs  and  allow 
speedy  assembly  at  tha  site.  Tha 
design' can  be  tied  to  any  existing 
facility.  This  building  pays  tor  itself 
bacauaa  of  Ns  versatility.  N  has  bean 
proven  in  churches  of  aH  sizes.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  show  you  this 
patented  concept  in  use. 

Irttaiaslsd?  Write; 

Latds  L  Raamss.  Jr.,  MULTI-SFACE. 

P.O.  Isa  MNI,  Istsa  Rse|s,  U  TOBM 
sa  year  tkarsli  IsUartesd.  (864)7SMI1« 


A  new  work/ 
o/  Instant 
space 

ra-anangemant 


- Devotional - 1 

Waxing  bold 

By  Ray  Henry,  pastor.  Society  Hill,  Oakvale 

Then  Paul  and  Barnabas  waxed  bold,  and  said  it  was  necessary  that  the 
Word  of  God  should  first  have  been  spoken  to  you:  but  seeing  ye  put  it  from 
you,  and  judge  yourselves  unworthy  of  everlasting  life,  lo,  we  turn  to  the 
Gentiles.”  (Acts  13:46) 

&ineone  has  said  when  the  enemy  has  you  surrounded  and  defeat  and 
failure  are  imminent,  then  shout,  “Victory.”  That’s  the  kind  of  attitude  that 
Paul  and  Barnabas  displays  for  us  in  these  verses.  The  enemies  of  the  Gospel 

_ l_x  A.  ^  t _  V 
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Mt.  Nebo,  Collinsville:  held  H/T 

homecoming  June  24;  J.  H.  Pilgrim,  -Lee,  oikes,  Myers  begin 

former  pastor,  and  Kelva  Moore,  in-  '  J  O 

terim  pastor  were  in  charge  of  the  a.  •  ^  C?  O  m.  * 

semce  Ms  GaU  Kilter  and  the  PU  WTlting  OS  €001010013068 
grim  fanuly  brought  special  music.  A  O 

noon  meal  was  held  at  the  church. 

Bond:  held  homecoming  June  24.  Writers  of  Sunday  School  lesson  Last  summer  he  attended  a  Christian 
Bill  Taylor  of  Gulfport,  a  former  pas-  commentaries  to  be  printed  in  the  Writers’ (inference  in  Nashville.  He 
tor,  was  guest  speaker.  The  Baptist  Record  July  through  De-  has  had  articles  published  in  Home 
Rosetones  of  Pascagoula  gave  a  Con-  cember,  1984,  are  Bobby  Lee,  Tupelo,  Life,  The  Mississippi  Educator,  the 
cert.  Don  Silkwood  is  pastor;  Gerald  Uniform  Series;  Vernon  Sikes,  Yazoo  Yazoo  Herald,  and  other  publica- 
Simmons  is  minister  of  music.  City,  Bible  Book  Series;  and  Charles  tions. 

Myers,  Jackson,  Life  and  Work  Charles  Myers,  who  was  pastor  of> 
Four  Mile  Creek  Church  (Jackson  Series.  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson,  for  15 

County):  homecoming  July  1;  guest  Bobby  G.  Lee,  a  minister,  was  born  years,  retired  in  September,  1983. 
speaker  at  morning  worship  service,  in  Franklin  County,  Miss.  He  was  Myers  was  bom  in  Oklahoma  and 
Don  Saveli,  pastor.  New  Pearl  Valley  graduated  from  Franklin  High  ordained  by  Immanuel  Church, 
(Jhurch,  Philadelphia;  lunch  in  fel-  School,  Meadville;  (3o-Lin  Junior  Tulsa.  He  received  a  B.A.  degree 
lowship  haU;  Brown  FamUy  singers  CoUege;  and  Delta  State  University.  UHliii^l^from  Baylor  Uni- 
to  sing  in  afternoon;  afternoon  He  attended  New  Orleans  Seminary.  ^^p^^^iH®versity  and  doctor 
speakers  to  be  those  licensed  by  the  Lee  and  his  wife,  the  former  Betty  ]^pof  theology  degree 

church.  Carolyn  Huddleston  of  Booneville,  p^^^^^^KIfrom  Southwest- 

haveonedaugh^, Lorinda,  15. They  Seminary. 41is 

Beulah  Church,  Decatur:  m^^^H|^^|live  at  929  Parish  ■JL  pastorates  before 

homecoming,  July  8;  Sunday  School,  ^HjH^^^HDrive, Tupelo,  and  ■^^d^^B^Hmoving  to  Missis- 
10  a.m.;  Edward  Knox,  pastor,  members  of  ^^SBc^^^^^Bsippi  were  in  Ran- 

preaching  for  morning  worship;  HK^^^^Hpirst  Church,  ^^^■■^■kin,  Tex.;  First 
limch  at  the  church;  afternoon  ser-  g]K^j^^^MTupelo.  1^^  jUlHchurch,  Sulphur, 

vice  at  1  o’clock;  singing  by  the  Hewasordained  Myers  Okla.;  First, 

Watchmen,  message  by  Harry  Sar-  the  ministry  McKinney,  Tex.;  and  First,  McAles- 


West  Corinth  Church,  Corinth,  has  Martin  Bell  is  serving  as  summer  graduate  of  (Harke  CoUege.  He  at- 
caUed  James  Travis  as  interim  pas-  youth  minister  at  (^vary,  Macon,  tended  Mississippi  College.  Jay  goes 
tor.  Travis  is  head  of  the  Department  He  is  a  student  at  Mississippi  State,  from  the  pastorate  of  Emmanuel 
of  Biblical  Studies  at  Blue  Mountain  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Church,  Walnut  Grove,  Miss. 
C^ege.  “Fishermen,”  music  group  spon¬ 

sored  by  the  BSU. 

Hinkle  Church  (Alcorn)  has  called  Jimmy  D.  Carr  has  accepted  a  caU 

J^  Holton  as  music  ^  youth  di-  pyuj  has  resigned  as  pas- 

n^r  H<^^  IS  a  student  at  Blue  ^f  ShoreliS  Park,  GJlf  Coast^ 

M^tmnf^Ueg.  ,  3  ^,,ary  transfer  to 

Criva^  Church,  Corinth,  h^  cal-  Hawaii.  E,3i^  have  two  children.  The  Carrs’ 

led  Jack  Naz^  as  pastor.  Naz^..  »  new  home  address  is:  Rt.  3,  Box  208, 

was  graduated  from  hfcssissippi  Col- ^  ^  (Jilpeppe^  raster  of  music  Laurel,  Ms.  39440  (home  phone- 
lege  and  New  Orleans  Seminary  and  ^  youth  at  First  Church,  Lyman,  428.5709  church  phone-A25-4276). 
has  spent  most  of  his  pastoi^  career  has  resigned  because  of  continuing  ’ 

in  Miwi^ippi,  wrving  15  years  at  problems  since  eye  surgery.  ^  ^ 

West  Jackson  Church,  Jackson,  and  To/.irc<^n 

14  years  at  Colonial  Hills  Church,  David  Sumrall  has  resigned  the  ^  oMtorate  of 

Southaven.  His  last  pastorate  prior  to  pastorate  of  East  Side  Church,  Gulf  7.  ™ 

going  to  Calvary  ChTch  was  Pleas-  Coast,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  For- 
ant's!!!  ChurcTSn  Elkin.  N.  C.  r«t  A^ue  Oiurch,  in  the  same  as- 

„  ,  ^  ^  ^  j  ,  Seminary.  Mrs.  Doyle  has  served  in 

Walter  Conrad  has  accepted  a  caU  '  Jackson  County  as  director  of  the  in¬ 

to  Grace  Memorial  Church,  Gulfport,  Sonny  Redwine,  new  pastor  of  Scot-  temaHon-i  Enulinh  school  at  First 
as  minister  of  music.  He  is  a  native  of  Church,  Montgomery  County,  Pascaeoula 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  received  a  B.A.  moved  on  the  field  during  May. 

^gTM  from  the  Unive^t)^  Wert  p  r-iuv  from  Mcrvvti  i«  iu>i»  ^  Green  concluded  his  ministry  as 

Flonda^  master^  church  music  ^®“  pastor  of  Olivet  Church,  Gulf  Coast, 

degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary,  pastor  of  Poplar  Creek  Nations  in  ^  ,  24  He  and  his  family  are 

Prior  te  hi,  to  GiKJort,  h.  Montgomttry  County.  ^ng  to"L«  to  toS  tn^ 

was  Minister  of  Music  and  Education  3iQ„  orientation 

of  Mignon  Church,  Sylacauga,  Ala.  David  Norman  Jay  has  accepted 

He  has  served  as  minister  of  music  in  the  call  to  serve  as  pastor  of  Jackson  >  Tony  Black  from  McCool  is  serying 
Louisiana,  Florida,  Mississippi,  and  Memorial  Church,  LaFayette,  Ala.  as  pastor  of  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Alabama.  He  is  a  native  of  Newton,  Miss.,  and  a  Montgomery  County. 


IMAGE  OF  LOVELINESS 


Eight  week  course  for  ladies  and  teens  based  on  Scripture. 

Realize  the  original  beauty  and  potential  that  God  has  given  to 
you  by  learning  more  about  — 

*  sell-acceptance  *  Inner  beauty 

*  outer  appearance  *  poise 

*  gift  of  hospitality  *  wardrobe  stewardship 

*  and  more 


Programs  also  available  for  seminars,  workshops,  special  groups  and  business 
presentations. 


Far  more  Information  call  (BOij  948-9084 
Babe  Fritz,  franchise  owner-teacher 
Image  Improvement,  Inc.  Jackson  Area 
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Religious  creators  plan 
to  hire  executive  director 


KANSAS  CITY-The  Southern 
Baptist  Religious  Eklucation  Associ¬ 
ation  took  steps  toward  hiring  its  first 
executive  director  and  its  members 
were  challengedto  look  at  the  past, 
present,  and  future  as  primary  ways 
of  doing  religious  education. 

During  the  two-day  session,  the 
SBREA  authorized  its  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  to  seek  special  funding  for  a 
part-time  executive  director  and 
then  voted  to  name  veteran  Southern 
Baptist  religious  educator  Elaine 
Dickson  to  fill  the  post  on  a  one-year 
contract  basis  as  soon  as  funding  is 
secured. 

Dickson,  executive  at  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  until  last  year,' 
is  currently  head  of  Life  Transitiems, 
Inc.  The  Brentwood,  Tenn.  organiza¬ 


tion,  she  ^d,  assists  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals 'in  managing  change  and 
growth  through  consultation  and 
training  services. 

Southern  Baptist  theologian  Wil¬ 
liam  Hendricks,  featured  speaker  for 
the  meeting,  offering  participants 
perspectives  of  their  church  and  de¬ 
nominational  roles  based  on  em¬ 
phasizing  the  past,  present  and  fu¬ 
ture. 

Hendricks,  a  professor  at  Golden 
Gate  Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif, 
will  join  the  faculty  of  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  this  faR. 

Hendricks  told  the  Baptist 
educators  they  would  be  wise  to  seri¬ 
ously  consider  which  of  the  three  ap¬ 
proaches  best  fit  their  situations  and 
use  it. 


Missions  directors  meet 
draws  500  in  Kansas  City 


KANSAS  QTY-The  only  guaran¬ 
tee  people  have  in  life  is  what  they 
have  committed  to  God,  William  H. 
Hinson,  pastor  of  First  Church,  New 
Orleans,  told  the  Southern  Baptist 
Associational  Directors’  Conference. 

Hinson  led  a  three-part  motiva¬ 
tional  seminar  during  the  directors  of 
missions’  conference  June  10-11. 

“What  has  happened  to  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  you?”  Hinson  asked  the 
group,  adding  each  person  must  de¬ 
cide  how  life’s  experiences  will  shape 
his  or  her  personality.  “We  can  pick 
up  the  brush  God  has  given  us  and 
literally  paint  life’s  rainbow.”  Hin¬ 
son  works  part  time  for  a  motivation 
firm. 

;  About  500  people  attended  the  23rd 
annual  conference,  held  at  the  Inn  at 
Executive  Park. 

During  the  two-day  meeting,  the 
directors  of  tnissions  were  hosted  at  a 
banquet  by  the  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission,  heard  messages  on  com¬ 
munication  from  two  denominational 
leaders,  elected  officers  and  at¬ 
tended  to  other  business. 

At  the  banquet,  James  Smith,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Brotherhood  Commis¬ 
sion,  emphasized  the  important  link 
between  missions  involvement  and 
the  association.  He  said  the  local  as¬ 
sociation’s  role  matches  a  national 

Executive 

Committee 

organizes 

KANSAS  CITY-The  69-member 
Executive  Committee  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  chose  three 
lay  persons  to  lead  them  in  1964-85 
during  an  organizational  meeting 
here. 

They  were  W.  Dewey  Presley  of 
Dallas,  re-elected  chairman;  David 
C.  Maddox  of  Fullerton,  Calif.;  vice 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Lois  H.  Wenger 
of  Orlando,  Fla.,  recording  secret¬ 
ary. 

Harold  C.  Bennett  of  Nashville  was 
named  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  for  a  sixth  term. 


trend  of  decentralization. 

“If  the  metropolitan  area  or  county 
where  you  are  is  ever  going  to  be 
evangelized,  it  will  be  through  you,” 
Smith  reminded  the  directors. 

As  part  of  Smith’s  presentation, 
Stan  White,  director  of  missions  for 
the  Los  Angeles  area,  gave  a  tes¬ 
timony  about  lay  renewal  weekends 
and  Eton  Greene,  layman  from  Hic¬ 
kory,  N.C.,  and  chairman  (rf  trustees 
at  the  missions  education  agency, 
talked  about  lay  revivals. 

Associational  directors  of  missions 
have  traded  in  their  traditional  roles 
as  program  promoters  for  the  SBC 
and  are  becoming  mission  strat¬ 
egists,  James  Lewis,  Jr.,  director  of 
the  associational  missions  division  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  Atlanta, 
reported. 

“The  association  should  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  duplicate  the  church  or  be¬ 
come  a  miniature  state  convention,” 
Lewis  warned.  Instead,  it  should 
model  for  the  state  and  national  con¬ 
ventions  the  proper  way  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  varied  constituents  into  an  oi’- 
ganization,  he  explained. 

“If  boards  and  agencies  want  to 
speak  through  the  association,  let  us 
make  sure  their  message  is  contex¬ 
tual”  with  the  association’s  other  ef¬ 
forts,  he  said. 

Building  on  the  conference  theme, 
“Communicating  the  Association,” 
W.  C.  Fields,  director  oi  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  Nashville,  gave  par¬ 
ticipants  t4>s  on  effective  communi¬ 
cation. 

“If  we  are  just  peddling  informa¬ 
tion,  we  are  missing  the  point,”  he 
said.  “We  are  trying  to  gain  under¬ 
standing.  This  leads  to  a  deeper  level, 
which  is  wisdom.” 

The  group  authorized  a  salary 
structure  study  of  its  membership. 

Ninety-six  certificates  were 
awarded  to  directors  of  missions  who 
had  served  10,  IS,  20,  25,  30,  and  35 
years. 

Henry  Powell  of  Ahoskie,  N.C.,  was 
recognized  for  37  years  of  service  as  a 
director  of  missions. 


Underscoring  the  importance  of 
conserving  the  past,  Hendricks  de¬ 
clared,  “We  must  carry  the  impor¬ 
tant  parts  of  the  past  with  us,  or  we 
have  no  present  and  future.” 

In  his  closing  address,  Hendricks 
described  an  approach  emphasizing 
the  future,  saying,  “You  have  to  be 
hopeful  enou^  of  the  ultimate  pur- 
of  God,  to  let  some  situations 
find  their  own  solutions.  In  other 
words,  you  don’t  have  to  play  God  for 
these  situations.” 

In  other  business,  the  educators 
elected  Dennis  Parrott,  minister  of 
education  and  administration  at 
Green  Acres  Church,  'Tyler,  Texas, 
as  president-elect. 

Bruce  Powers,  professor  of  Chil¬ 
dren  education,  Swtheastem  Semi¬ 
nary,  Wake  Forest,  N.  C.,  will  serve 
as  president  this  year.  He  was  chosen 
president  elect  at  SBREA’s  1983 
meeting  in  Pittsburgh. 

During  a  final  session  banquet,  the 
SBREA  honored  four  veteran  Baptist 
educators  with  distinguished  service 
awards.  They  were  Findley  B.  Eklge, 
who  retired  in  1963  as  senior  profes¬ 
sor  of  religious  education  at  Southern 
Seminary  and  now  lives  at  Winter 
Park,  Fla.;  M.  Russel  Noel,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  church  programs  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.; 
J.  M.  Crowe,  who  retired  as  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  at  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board  in  1975  and  now 
lives  at  Brentwood,  Tenn. ;  and  A.  V. 
Washburn,  who  retired  in  1977  from 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  and 
now  lives  in  Nashville. 


Ministers’  wives 
honor  Mrs. 
Drumwright 

KANSAS  CITY— Five  hundred  and 
twenty  ministers’  wives  from  across 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
honored  one  of  their  own  here  at  the 
29th  annual  Conference  of  Ministers’ 
Wives  luncheon. 

The  naming  of  Mrs.  Minette 
Drumwright  as  recipient  of  the  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Dawson  award  was  a  highlight 
of  this  year’s  luncheon. 

Her  husband,  the  late  Hubert  L. 
Drumwright,  Jr.,  was  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Arkansas 
Baptist  Convention,  dean  of  the 
school  of  theology.  Southwestern 
Seminary,  and  a  former  pastor. 

The  Mrs.  J.  M.  Dawson  award, 
presented  only  five  other  times,  is 
given  to  a  minister’s  wife  who  has 
made  a  distinct  denominational  con¬ 
tribution. 

Mrs.  Drumwright  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
several  Southern  Baptist  agencies, 
including  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
She  is  a  former  president  of  Texas 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union. 

The  living  water  given  Christians 
through  faith  in  Christ  was  em¬ 
phasized  by  the  luncheon’s  speaker, 
Wana  Ann  Fort,  missionary  to  Zim¬ 
babwe. 

Marjorie  Kelly  of  Jackson  is  cur¬ 
rent  president  (rf  the  group. 


Calvary,  Waynesboro,  plans 
“God  and  Country  Day” 

Calvary  Church,  Waynesboro,  will  observe  its  second  annual  God  and 
Country  Day  on  Sunday,  July  1,  at  the  11  a.m.  worship  service.  Charles 
Pickering  will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  Pickering,  a  Laurel  attorney  and 
former  state  senator  of  Mississippi,  currently  serves  as  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Says  Larry  L.  Ballard,  pastor,  “’The  God  and  Country  Day  obser¬ 
vance  has  a  two  fold  purpose :  First,  it  will  offer  an  opportunity  to  affirm 
our  faith  in  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  express  our  thanksgiving 
to  God  for  the  opportunity  of  living  in  a  free  nation.  Second,  it  is  a 
service  of  recognition  and  appreciation  of  all  Wayne  County/city  gov¬ 
ernment  officials,  wOTkers,  and  their  families.  This  is  our  way  of  say¬ 
ing,  ‘thank  you’  for  your  work  as  a  public  servant  and  being  part  of 
government  ordained  of  God.” 

In  1983,  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Baptist  World  Alliance, 
Pickering  emd  his  wife,  along  with  other  Baptist  leaders,  visited  Baptist 
leaders  and  churches  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  six  East  European  Com¬ 
munist  countries. 

Pickering  graduated  first  in  his  class  from  the  University  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  School  of  Law.  He  has  served  as  city  judge,  and  was  prosecuting 
Attorney  of  Jones  County  for  four  years. 


Texas  boy  wins  first 
Jerry  Glower  “Speakout” 


KANSAS  aTY-John  Phillips,  an 
18-year-old  May  graduate  of  Mineola 
High  School  in  Mineola,  Tex.  and  a 
member  of  the  Jerry  A.  Clower  Royal 
Ambassador  Chapter  at  Mineola 
First  Church,  was  acclaimed  as  the 
first  National  Jerry  Clower  Award 
winner  in  the  Royal  Ambassador 
Missions  Speak-Out  Contest. 

Jerry  A.  Clower  is  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionary  to  Taiwan  and  is  not 
related  to  the  country  comedian  who 
lends  his  name  to  the  Speak-Out 
competition. 

Purpose  of  the  Royal  Ambassador 
Missions  Speak-Out  is  to  encourage 
Pioneer  Royal  Ambassadors  to 
grades  10-12  to  speak  out  publicly  for 
missions. 

Humorist  Clower,  star  of  the  Grand 
Ole  Opry  and  a  Baptist  layman,  said 
he  joined  forces  with  the  Royal  Am¬ 
bassador  Speak-Out  program  “to 
help  young  men  become  all  that  God 
wants  them  to  be.  If  my  encourage¬ 
ment  and  help  will  guide  one  boy  or 
one  young  man  in  the  right  direction, 
then  I’ll  give  it  my  best.” 

One  of  Phillips’  prizes  was  an  ex¬ 
panse  paid  trip  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Qmvention  where  he  deliver^ 
his  winning  speech  before  400  per¬ 
sons  at  the  Br^erhood  breakfast  at 
the  Howard  Johnson  Central  Motel. 

In  his  speech,  Phillips  stressed  that 
Christians  should  be  “open  to  the  op¬ 
portunities  God  gives  us  to  minister 
to  others  daily.” 

He  said  that  as  he  prepares  for  col¬ 
lege  he  now  realizes  “that  an  Ambas¬ 
sador  for  Christ  does  not  have  to  be 
the  foreign  missionary,  the  home 
missionary,  the  preacher,  or  the 
church  staff  meml^r,  but  an  Ambas¬ 
sador  for  Christ  is  the  person  who  lets 
Christ  shine  through  him.” 

Gower  then  presoited  the  first  Na- 
tonal  Royal  Ambassador  Missions 
Speak-Out  winner’s  trophy  to  Phil¬ 
lips  who  was  sporting  a  handsome, 
new  Royal  Ambassador  blazer, 
another  of  his  prizes. 

Phillips  also  was  awarded  an  ex¬ 
pense  p>aid  trip  to  Nashville  where  he 
will  be  Gower’s  guest  at  the  Grand 
Ole  Opry  and  a  $500  scholarship. 


funded  by  Brotherhood  Commission 
trustees.  Phillips  will  use  the  scho¬ 
larship  at  Stephen  F.  Austin  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Nacogdoches,  Tex.  to  prepare 
for  a  career  as  an  athletic  trainer. 


SIS 


Commercial  food  sorvice  equipmoat 

•  mixers  •  tables 

•  slicers 

•  ranges 

•  ice  machines  •  ovens 

Sanitary  Ice  Systems,  Inc. 

Rooto  5,  Box  185E 
JocksoN,  MS  39212 
(601)  373-0401  (800)  962-2440 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  stylo  to  moot  ovory 
nood.  Quality  workmanship  guarantood. 
Write  lor  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Int»rnatk>n*lly  known  spociallota” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

•oi  S00«  -  Oreenwood.  OHm.  SSMO 


SOUND  SYSTBMS 

BY 


•  Cuotom  dMign 
•  Inotalatlon 
•  SelM' 

•  Barvlca 

•  Spedalots  in  church 
sound  rshtforesmont 


(•01)  54S-3M3 
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ACTS  and  BTN  dedicated 
during.  SBC  meeting  in  K. 


KANSAS  CITY— Two  of  Southern  that  their  mission  today  is  the  same  Even  as  we  attempt  great  things  for 
Baptists’  much-hailed  babies  were  j  "  '  ~  ‘ 

dedicated  here  during  the  SBC  meet-  message  of  J  esus  Christ  to  the  world . 

^8-  Messengers  and  Baptists  linked 

Baptist  Telecommunication  Net-  together  through  the  ACTS  network  My  reply  is  that  we  must  seize  the 

work  (BTN  land  American  Christian  went  via  taped  segments  to  such  te^ology  of  today  to  do  our  com- 

'Televisiw  System  (ACTS)  were  in-  churches  as  Immanuel,  White  Oak,  municating,evenas  Jesus  used  word 

over  the  ACTS  network.  i  ;  ;  _ _ 

Beginning  with  the  Home  Mission  to  Park  Hill  in  Little  Rock,  "Ark 
Board’s  report  to  the  convention,  where  their  new  educational  building  explained 

messengers  got  a  taste  of  being  a  i  _ J  , 

studio  audience  as  speakers  and  greatest  potential 
applause  were  cued  in  between  video 


as  it  always  has_been— getting  the  God,  we  should  expect  great  things  ing,  scheduled  to  be  held  at  South- 

from  God.”  western  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 

Many  have  asked, ‘Why  BTN?’  nary.  Fort  Worth,  vi(ill  be  “Re-Dream 

the  Dream.”  Distinguished  leaders 
award  will  be  given  to:  LeRoy  Ford, 

_ _ _ , _ .  _ _  professor.  Southwestern  Seminary: 

trodu<^  m  a  production  telecast  live  Texas,  where  the  first  satellite  dish  to  pictures,  the  parable,  the  symbol,  the  BETHANY  CHURCH.  LAUDERDALE  D«n  McLendon,  minister  of  educa- 

■  A' L  receive  the  networks  was  set  up,  and  miracle,  in  his  own  effective  com-  ASSCOATION.  recently  honorod  MRS.  tion.  Trinity  Church,  San  Antonio; 

.L  ..  ....  -  .  _  munication  of  the  truth,”  Elder  NINA  B.  BOOKER,  right,  for  her  35  Joe  Burnette,  minister  of  education. 

faithful  years  of  service  as  church  tree-  First  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C. ; 
was  planned  to  utilize  B’TN  to  its  Jimmy  Allen,  president  of  the  surer.  The  church  declared  a  "Nina  Harold  Dill,  professor.  Southwestern 
I.  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  'Televi-  Booker  Day,"  and  presented  to  Mrs.  Seminary;  and  James  Williams,  as- 

C3iurch  leaders  spoke  of  using  BTN  sion  Commission,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Booker  a  plaque  and  a  corsage.  Mrs.  sistant  to  the  president  of  Baptist 

segments  of  churches  influenced  by  to  train  teachers  so  they  could  train  told  the  audience  they  may  be  par-  Marjorie  Taylor,  left,  made  the  presen-  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville, 

the  two  Baptist  telecommunication  other  teachers  and  to  give  teachers  ticiapting  in  the  most  historic  mo-  tation.  Mrs.  Booker  s  Sunday  School 

networks.  an  idea  of  how  teaching  procedures  ment  in  the  history  of  the  Southern  class  placed  flowers  in  the  church  in  ~ 

An  actor  portraying  James  Marion  would  work  in  their  classes  on  Sun-  Baptist  (invention  in  terms  of  what  her  honor.  One  of  the  members  com- 

Frost,  founder  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  day  mornings.  it  means  to  reach  into  a  nation,  to  posed  and  read  a  tribute  to  Mrs.  . 

School  Board,  told  how  his  vision  and  Lloyd  Elder,  president  of  the  Bap-  touch  lives  of  families,  to  bring  them  Booker.  The  service  was  followed  by  a  ^ 

that  of  other  Baptists  before  him  tist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  into  new  relationships  with  God  in  the  fellowship  time.  James  E.  Walker  is  in-  ^  J. 

were  no  different  than  that  of  today’s  told  messengers  that  “the  compel-  local  churches.  terim  pastor.  T 

Southern  Baptists.  ling  challenge  of  the  Great  Clommi-  “We  are  at  this  moment  fashioning  .'*'  I-. 

Citing  such  pioneers  as  John  Bun-  sion  is  inscribed  before  us  tonight.  . . .  anetwork  (ACTS)  togivetoyou. 
yan,  William  Carey,  and  Luther  Ckxl  i^sn’t  expect  less  today  of  us  as  the  churches  of  Southern  Baptists,  ^ 

Rice,  “Frost”  reminded  Baptists  than  he  did  of  our  heroes  of  the  faith  »  .a  . 


system  unheard  in  THr  ^  : 

American  telecommunications.”  m  ' 

The  network  will  provide  about  25  B 

preaching  and  teaching,  ^  ' 

Allen  said.  The  remaining  75  percent 

will  be  programming  “you  can  trust  A  ^ 

your  family  to.”  ,  ft  V 

Messengers  were  treated  to  mini-  '  '  m  j  '  m  . 

segments  of  several  programs  ACTS  ;  Jr  i  — '^^•EELER  (SflOVE  CHURCH, 

already  has  underway.  The  network  {^^IBiBBBIIHBBL_'  J  CORINTH,  reMntly  honored  their  cus- 
began  broadcasting  May  15  with  a  DAVID  ROBERSON,  a  graduate'. of  Henry  "Bud  -Henderson,  with  a 

6-hour  programming  day.  Last  week  Wilham  Carey  and  a  student  at  Now  Or-  ‘  and  proaented  him  with  a  plaque 

First  Church  of  Wellington,  West  the  network  jumped  to  18  hours,  in-  leans  Seminary,  is  the  nevv  minister  of  recognition  of  his  29  years  of  faithful 

Palm  Beach,  Fla.  He  is  a  graduate  of  eluding  broadcasting  of  President  youth  and  associate  pastor  at  First  to  the  ohurch.  Henderson 

Qarke  College,  William  Carey  Col-  Jimmy  Draper’s  address  and  most  of  Church.  Cantonment.  Fla.  Upon  his  call  u'9ht)  'S  8h^r>  receiving  the ^aque 

lege,  and  earned  the  master  of  theol-  the  evening  convention  program.  to  First  Church.  Cantonment.  Rober-  ''**’•  »'*ckard,  Wheeler  Grove  s 

ogy  degree  from  New  Orleans  Semi-  Allen  pr^icted  the  network  would  son  was  ordained  by  his  home  church,  P*®tor. 

nary.  reach  into  all  the  homes  of  America  Salem,  Lauderdale  Association.  Purser  > . 

Champion  has  been  pastor  of  Leaf  in  seven  to  eight  years.  Davis  (right)  delivered  the  charge  to  the  Mary  Lillian  Whitten  was  pre- 

Church;  New  Hope,  Mt.  Olive;  Shady  “There  isn’t  any  such  thing  as  the  church,  ana  Sammy  Brister  (left),  pas-  sented  in  an  organ  concert  on  June  10 
Grove,  Bogue  Chitto;  and  churches  electronic  church,”  Allen  said.  “But  tor  of  Salem,  delivered  the  charge  to  at  5  p.m.,  at  First  Church,  Macon, 
in  Alabama  and  Florida.  there  are  churches  who  can  use  elec-  the  new  minister.  Following  theo'rdiha-  The  concert  was  a  part  of  a  sp^al 

Mrs.  Champion,  the  former  Jean  tronics,  and  we  are  going  to  be  a  part  tion  service,  the  church  held  a  recep-  emphasis  on  the  music  heritage  of 
Orso  is  a  araduate  of  Clarke  CoUeae  of  that.”  tion  in  Roberson’s  honor.  *  the  church.  —  ■ 


Champions  and  Joneses 
appointed  missionaries 


Clinicians  enlisted  for  music  retreat 


tions  and  prices,  contact  Frank 
Simnwns,  manager,. Gulfshore  Bap¬ 
tist.  Assembly,  Henderson  Point, 
Pass  Christian  39571,. , or  pbpne  452- 
7261. .For  information  about  prog¬ 
ram,  contact  Dan  C.  Hall,  director. 
Church  Music  Department,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Jackson,  Mississippi'39S205  pr-  p^e 
968-3800. 


Champions 


J.  Woodward 


B.  Woodward 


Bridges 


Joneses 


Uniform  Series 


Life  and  Work 


/ 


“Sowing  seeds  of  destruction” 

By  Bikby  Lee,  Tupelo 
I  Kiagf  11:1-12 


God  and  Caesar 

By  Churlet  E.  Myers 
Matt.  22:15-21;  5:41;  Luke  13:31-33 


Jehovah  appears  the  second  time 
to  Solomon  (9:1-7).  David  had 
wanted  to  build  a  house  for  the  Lord. 
However,  he  was  unable  to  do  so  be¬ 
cause  of  the  wars  that  were  going  on. 
( See  I  Kings  5 : 1-5 ) .  I  think  it  is  incen¬ 
tive  of  human  nature  that  it  took  Sol¬ 
omon  only  seven  years  to  build  the 
house  of  God,  whereas  it  took  13  years 
to  build  his  own  house.  (See  I  Kings 
6;3»-7;l). 

Verse  one  tells  us  that  Solomon  was 
pleased  to  build  the  house  of  God.  I 
wonder  if  we  can  say  of  the  things 
that  we  do  for  God  that  we  are 
pleased  to  do  them.  Jesus  said  that  he 
always  did  those  things  which 
pleasi^  God.  (See  John  8;29). 

Verse  two  tells  us  that  Ck>d  ap¬ 
peared  for  a  second  time  to  Solomon. 
An  appearance  of  God  is  called  a 
theophany.  In  times  of  trial  and  diffi¬ 
culty,  I  have  oftOT  wanted  God  to  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  in  visible  form.  Mayl^ 
you  have  had  the  same  desire.  How¬ 
ever,  I  am  sure  that  Solomon  was 
grateful  for  the  presence  of  (Jod  in  his 
life.  We,  too,  can  be  sure  of  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  (Jod  in  our  lives  even  if  there 
is  not  a  visible  appearance. 

There  are  so  many  ways  that  God 
has  made  Himself  known  unto  us. 
And  there  is  so  much  evidence  of  the 
handiwork  of  God  in  our  lives  and  in 
the  world  that  we  are  confident  of  His 


prayer.  It  is  good  to  know  in  any  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  life  that  God  hears  our 
prayers.  Ito  many  times  we  fail  to 
pray.  (See  James  4:^2). 

G^  told  Solomon  that  He  had  hal¬ 
lowed  the  house  which  he  had  built. 
Man  can  build  a  building,  but  only 
God  can  consecrate  man’s  worship. 

Shortly  after  the  20  years  of  Sol¬ 
omon’s  reign  required  to  build  the 
house  of  God  and  Solomon’s  palace, 
(jod  appeared  to  Solomon  a  second 
.time  in  a  dream  vision,  as  He  had 
appeared  to  him  at  Gibeon  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Solomon’s  reign.  The  ap¬ 
pearance  was  perhaps  occasioned  by 
Solomon’s  slipping  deeper  and 
deeper  into- sin.  first  spmke  with 

Solomon  concerning  the  house  of  God 
that  Solomon  had  built  and  had  con¬ 
secrated  to  God  nine  years  previ¬ 
ously.  God  reminded  Solomon  that  he 
had  heard  his  prayer  of  the  house  of 
God,  that  He  had  consecrated  the 
house  of  God  as  the  place  of  worship, 
and  that  he  had  set  his  name  there 
forever.  But  God  also  reminded  Sol¬ 
omon  that  God’s  blessings  upon  him 
and  his  children,  upon  the  house  of 
(Jod,  and  upon  the  nation  of  Israel 
were  dependent  upon  their  obedience 
to  God. 

If  Solomon  would  walk  before  God, 
God  would  establish  forever  on  the 
throne  of  Israel  the  line  of  Solomon  as 


turned  aside  from  following  God, 
then  God  would  cut  Israel  off  from 
the  land,  cast  out  of  his  sight  the 
house  consecrated  to  his  name,  and 
make  exiled  Israel  and  the  devas¬ 
tated  house  of  God  and  a  proverb 
concerning  what  happens  to  disobe¬ 
dient  servants  of  God. 

The  anger  and  chastening  of 
Jehovah  (11:9-12).  No  wonder  (Jod 
was  angry  with  Solomon.  At  least 
three  times,  God  warned  Solomon 
about  his  sin.  He  spoke  with  him— 
perhaps  through  a  prophet— at  a  time 
of  Solomon’s  building -the  house  of 
God. 

He  twice  personally  appeared  to 
Solomon  to  keep  him  in  the  right  way, 
first  at  the  beginning  of  Solomon’s 
reign  and  second  in  the  20th  year  of 
Solomon’s  reign  after  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  temple  and  his  palace. 

Solomon’s  sin  would  result  in  the 
kingdom  being  taken  from  Solomon 
and  given  to  his  servant.  However, 
God  would  reserve  “one  tribe’’  for 
Solomon’s  son  in  order  to  fulfill  his 
promise  to  David  that  David  would 
always  have  a  son  on  the  throne  in 
Jerusalem  which  God  had  chosen  as 
the  place  where  he  was  to  be  wor¬ 
ship^.  Also,  for  the  sake  of  David, 
God  would  not  take  away  the  10  thbes 
until  after  the  death  of  Solomon.  Re- 
hoboam,  Solomon’s  son,  would  lose 


No  two  phrases  have  been  as 
abused  in  our  times  as  the  phrases 
“separation  of  church  and  state’’  and 
“bom  again”.  In  their  original  us¬ 
age,  both  terms  had  a  distinctive 
meaning.  In  our  day  they  are  often 
used  in  the  most  unlikely  cir¬ 
cumstance  and  in  ways  that  are  en¬ 
tirely  foreign  to  their  original  intent. 

When  one  is  bom  in  a  society  he 
becomes  a  citizen  of  that  society  and 
as  a  result  has  responsibilities  to  that 
society.  At  the  same  time  when  one 
has  a  genuine  conversion  experience 
he  is  bom  into  the  family  of  God  and 
as  a  result  inherits-^ertain  respon¬ 
sibilities.  This  person  now  has  two 
areas  of  responsibility,  one  to  the 
governing  body  of  his  society  and  the 
other  to  his  Father  God.  And  all  of  life 
must  be  lived  out  in  the  framework  of 
those  responsibilities. 

People  in  Jesus’  time  resented 
parts  of  their  government.  They  liked 
the  things  provided  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  but  resented  the  fact  that  the 
mling  power  was  Roman  and  that^ 
they  were  forced  to  pay  taxes.  Some 
of  them  used  this  feeling  to  try  to  trap 
Jesus  and  get  him  in  trouble  either 
with  the  people  who  resented  paying 
taxes  or  with  that  ruling  power  itself. 
They  asked  a  simple  question,  is  it 
right  for  a  good  Jew  to  have  to  pay 
taxes  to  Rome? 


church  to  advance  their  personal  in¬ 
terests  and  claim  all  sorts  of  identity 
with  the  church  without  ever  making 
any  personal  contribution  to  it.  Other 
politicians  scream  that  Christians 
ought  to  stay  out  of  politics  and  leave 
the  governing  to  those  without  religi¬ 
ous  or  moral  convictions.  And  some 
church  leaders,  including  some  Bap¬ 
tists,  are  crying  for  the  government 
to  give  their  churches  tax  money  but 
insisting  the  government  stay  out  of 
the  church’s  business  and  let  them 
spend  the  money  as  they  please. 
'Diese  chtirches  are  also  asidng  for 
other  favors  of  the  government  be¬ 
cause  they  are  churches. 

The  crying  need  of  our  time  is  for 
Christians  to  recognize  the  distinc¬ 
tive  natures  of  both  church-and  state 
and  resist  every  effort  for  either  one 
to  use  the  other  to  its  own  advantage. 
Whatever  advantage  may  be  gained 
for  now  will  be  extremely  costly  in 
the  future.  The  blackest  pages  of  his¬ 
tory  came  from  those  years  when  the 
church  and  state  were  one  and  both 
were  controlled  by  the  church.  If  a 
church,  or  a  group  of  churches,  wants 
to  have  a  parochial  school,  it  should 
pay  all  its  own  expenses  and  not  seek 
tax  money.  If  the  church  will  lose  its 
greed  for  tax  money  and  special 
privileges,  the  state  will  respect  it 
more  and  cease  its  efforts  to  interfere 


presence. 

Someone  has  suggested  that  God 
appeared  to  Solomon  a  second  time 
b^ause  he  was  slipping  deeper  and 
deeper  into  sin. 

In  verse  three  the  Lord  assures 
Solomon  that  he  had  heard  his 

Bible  Book 


well  as  the  line  of  David.  Implied  is 
that  the  obedience  of  Solomon  and  his 
descendants  to  God  would  also  result 
in  God’s  house  and  God’s  people 
being  blessed  and  a  source  of  bles¬ 
sing. 

But  if  Solomon  and/or  his  children 


the  kingdom. 

So  what  eventually  came  to  pass 
was  that  the  kingdom  was  divided. 
Israel  was  the^Northem  Kingdom 
with  Samaria  as  its  capital.  Judah 
was  the  Southern  Kingdom  with 
Jerusalem  as  its  capital. 


Jesus  answered  their  question  in  a 
rather  graphic  fashion.  He  asked  for 
a  coin,  knowing  the  only  coin  that  it 
was  legal  to  use  was  a  Roman  coin. 
The  fact  the  people  used  that  coin  re¬ 
vealed  their  willingness  to  partake  in 
the  good  things  the  government  could 
provide.  In  asking  them  whose  pic¬ 
ture  was  on  the  coin,  he  pointed  out  to 


in  its  life.  The  burning  question  of  our 
day  is,  will  the  liire  of  easy  tax  dollars 
lead  us  to  destroy  the  basic  indepen¬ 
dence  of  our  churches  and  then  de¬ 
stroy  the  very  democracy  we  helped 
to  establish? 

There  is  always  the  possibility  of 
conflict  when  one  is  a  citizen  of  two 
kingdoms.  The  Christian’s  first  loy- 


The  salvation  God  provides 

By  Vernon  L.  Sikes,  teacher,  Yazoo  City 


them  the  fact  they  had  accepted  a  alty  is  to  God,  and  this  takes  proce- 
part  of  their  citizenship.  'Then  He  dence  over  all  else.  However,  this 
said,  you  have  a  responsibility  to  does  not  excuse  him  from  the  re- 
those  who  govern  you  on  earth  and  to  quirements  of  his  earthly  q^zenship. 
(Jod.  Faithfully  discharge  your  re-  If  one’s  loyalty  to  God  causes  him  to 


I  Peter  1:1-12 


sponsibilities  to  both.  The  message  disobey  the  laws  of  his  country,  he 


We  have  all  known  those  people 
who  are  able  to  see  good  in  even  the 
worst  situations.  Peter  was  that  kind 
of  person— an  optimist,  a  stabilizer, 
an  eternal  believer  in  what  Christ 
had  promised.  Rome’s  treatment  of 
Christians  was  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  hostile  and  widespread,  and  it 
was  because  of  those  circumstances 
that  Peter  felt  God’s  call  to  com¬ 
municate  words  of  hope  to  the  dis¬ 
persed  followers  of  Christ.  He  wanted 
to  fortify  them  so  that  they  could 
stand  fast  in  their  Christianity 
against  the  worst  that  persecution 
could  do  to  them. 

I.  Salutation  (l:l-2i 

In  the  simplest  of  fashion,  free  of 
any  pretense,  Peter  introduced  him¬ 
self  as  “an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
and  thus  identified  himself  with 
(Christians  of  all  ages. 

The  letter  was  written  to  “God’s 
Chosen  People,”  which  included 
Jewish  and  Gentile  Christians  who 
were  dispersed  throughout  much  of 
'Asia  Minor.  That  Peter  intended  this 
letter  for  Jewish  AND  Gentile  Christ¬ 
ians  was  somewhat  a  rarity  consider¬ 
ing  the  Jewish  prejudices  of  the  day. 
Peter  overstepped  this,  however,  and 
addressed  ALL  Christians.  'They 
were  dispersed  yet  united  in  their  de¬ 
dication  to  obedience  to  God  and  in 
their,  having  been  cleansed  by  the 


“blood  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

II.  The  risen  Christ  (1:3-9) 

Peter  was  aware  that  the  times 
were  dismal  for  Christians,  and  that 
somehow  they  must  be  made  aware 
of  some  hope  in  their  lives.  Without  a 
spark  of  hope,  no  amount  of  faith  and 
love  would  be  able  to  save  them  from 
the  despair  of  a  hopeless  future. 

What  security  during  those  times 
of  persecution  did  the  Christians 
have?  Why  did  God’s  chosen  people 
have  to  endure  the  agoi^s  that 
threatened  them?  What  hope  was 
there? 

Peter  assured  them  that  despite 
the  trials  that  they  would  suffer  (v. 
6 ) ,  they  could  be  certain  that  they  had 
an  inheritance  which  was  “im¬ 
perishable,  undefilable,  and  unfad¬ 
ing,  kept  safe  in  heaven. .  .  .”  ( v.  4 )  It 
was  “reserved.”  It  was  fully  as¬ 
sured.  There  would  be-  no  disap¬ 
pointments  in  their  future  life  with 
God. 

No  doubt,  many  questioned  the 
good  that  could  come  out  of  the  per¬ 
secutions.  “Rejoice  in  suffering?” 
they  probably  asked.  Peter’s 
theories  must  have  sounded  pretty 
ridiculous  to  them. 

Just  as  gold  is  purified  and  tested 
by  fire,  Peter  reminded  the  terrified 
Cihristians  that  the  trials  which  they 
were  to  endure  were  tests  of  their 


faith,  and  from  those  tests  would 
come  a  faith  that  was  stronger  than 
ever  before.  Discipline  is  painful,  but 
its  major  purpose  under  God’s  provi¬ 
dence  is  to  mature  and  temper  us  and 
to  make  us  fit  for  his  kingdom. 

Peter  had  walked  with  Christ  and 
had  shared  many  wonderful  hours 
with  him,  but  the  Christians  to  whom 
the  letter  was  addressed  were  wor¬ 
shipping  an  unseen  Christ— unseen 
but  not  unknown.  Peter  praised  them 
for  their  already  strong  faith  (v.  8) 
and  promised  that  their  continued 
loyalty  to  Christ  would  reap  their 
salvation  l  v.  9). 

III.  Salvation  revealed  to  the 
prophets  (1:10-12) 

The  message  of  salvation  which  the 
prophets  and  the  angels  were  to  de¬ 
liver  was  the  cause  of  much  thought 
and  searching  on  their  parts  since 
they  didn’t  understand  its  content. 
According  to  Peter,  the  complexity  of 
Clod’s  salvation  was  so  great  that  the 
very  angels  couldn’t  understand  how 
God  was  capable  of  such  unending 
love  for  mankind.  The  prophets  and 
wise  men  across  the  centuries  have 
struggled  through  their  human  logic 
to  understand  how  (}od  could  possi¬ 
bly  be  as  great  as  he  is  and  still  con¬ 
cern  himself  with  mankind.  “It  was 
revealed  to  them  that  they  were  not 


has  not  changed.  The  Christian  has  a 
responsibility  to  his  government, 
whatever  its  form;  and  to  his  God. 

While  discharging  those  respon¬ 
sibilities  one  nee^  to  be  aware  that 
there  are  two  basic  institutions  in¬ 
volved,  the  church  and  the  govern¬ 
ment.  History  has  shown  us  that  it  is 
best  for  both  institutions  for  each  to 
remain  seoarate  of  the  other  as  far  as 
institutional  life  is  concerned.  At 
times  this  is  difficult  because  so 
many  people  are  a  part  of  each  in¬ 
stitution.  The  difficulty  is  com¬ 
pounded  because  of  the  selfish  nature 

human  beings. 

Some  politicians  want  to  use  the 

serving  themselves,”  but  rather,  the 
Christians  who  would  receive  the 
message  (v.  12).  The  time  of  which 
they  prophesied  was  fulfilled  in 
Christ. 

Just  as  the  prophets  had  experi¬ 
enced,  the  dispersed  Christians  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  more  they  thought  of 
God,  prayed  to  God,  and  desired  God, 
the  more  readily  he  reached  out  to 
them. 

How  comforting  Peter’s  letter 
must  have  been  to  those  early  Christ¬ 
ians  as  they  endured  a  multitude  of 
persecutions,  and  to  us  today  as  we 
hnd  refuge  and  hope  during  our  own 
persecutions. 


should  willingly  suffer  the  consequ¬ 
ences  without  any  form  of  complaint. 
Of  course  one  needs  to  be  very  sure 
that  loyalty  to  God  caused  the  con¬ 
flict  and  that  he  is  not  seeking  to  be  a 
hero  in  his  own  eyes  or  to  escape  pay¬ 
ing  the  price  of  citizenship. 


.s  ^ 
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